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Lent  
 

This year Lent starts on 13th February with the celebration of Ash 

Wednesday. We impose ashes on our heads, usually with the sign 

of the cross. To impose ashes on our heads is an old biblical 

custom (Mt. 11.21: ñthey would have repented long ago in 

sackcloth and ashesò).  

 

Repentance, ashes and sackcloth. These words carry an 

atmosphere of wrongdoing and doom, because we have almost 

forgotten to move on towards healing and renewal. One can only 

change and be renewed if we are aware of what needs to be 

changed. The loss we suffer is when we get stuck in repentance 

without expecting healing. Lent can be a wonderful time of 

reflection, deepening our faith and looking in hope at Easter to 

come.  

 

God will help us to heal, to improve and to leave behind what is 

not right in our life. Instead of giving up things we may help our 

frame of mind towards a more positive outlook. Let us think of a 

Lent resolution in doing something extra, something we donôt 

usually do.  

 

Fasting is definitely part of Lent, but it is not the only thing we 

can do to prepare for Easter.  

 

We cannot ñgainò forgiveness, we are forgiven for free. We can, 

however, offer our willingness to work along with Godôs 

plans, to cooperate with him and try to make this world 

a better world.  

 

Alja Tollefsen  

Chaplain East Netherlands  

 

The Chaplain Writes  
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Retrospective  

Perhaps we should rewrite the old 

proverb to read: Many hands make 

lighter work. Because what a  

tremendous amount of work was  

involved in 

preparing for 

the  

Christmas  

services! Decorating the 

chapel, erecting the Christmas 

tree, arranging choir practices, 

compiling 

and printing 

booklets, and decking the Hut out 

in its festive glory ï not to mention 

making, baking, and manning the 

coffee machine. But Iôm sure all 

would agree that we can look back 

on a truly wonderful celebration of 

Christmas at St Maryôs. And just to 

round things off, despite the dismal 

weather ï somewhat dispelled by 

the gl¿hwein ī the Christmas market made a fine 

profit of ú408 to add to the church coffers.  

 

Singing Practice  

Such was the enjoyment of the singing over Christmas 

ï by both the choir members and the congregation ï 

that the effects have spilled over into the New Year. 

Perhaps you were greeted by music as you picked up 

this magazine at the church door this morning. Be that 

as it may, starting in February a small group will 

gather in the Chapel at 10:15am to practise hymns 

(new, old and something a bit special) before the  

Sunday service. Whoever would like to join in and 

sing, or simply listen, well, please come along. Youôll 

be most welcome!  

If you have any questions, please call Erica Schotman 

(0547 260947).   
 

Twente N ews  

Problem Solving 

A farmer stopped by 

the local mechanicôs 

shop to have his 

truck fixed. They 

couldnôt do it while 

he waited, so he said 

he didnôt live far 

and would just walk 

home.  

 

On the way home he 

stopped at the 

hardware store and 

bought a bucket and 

a gallon 

of paint.  

 

He then 

stopped by 

the feed 

store 

and 

picked 

up a 

couple of 

chickens 

and a 

goose.  
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To cross the road, and how the toad,  
Will tell  you how the lorries load,  

Has passed above and left him chilled,  
With fright, and dread, of being killed.  

  

Some enthuse,  but others muse  
Over country life, how it  can confuse,  

To be the idyll, but still a riddle,  
That folk must ponder, ere venturing yonder.  

  

The choice is theirs, as is the hare's,   
When  fate may catch him unawares,  

For should he blunder, then comes the thunder,  
As pellets render him asunder   

  

Now all you need to do is prove,  
That eastwards is the way to move,  

Is country life the thing for you,  
Think twice before you join the queue.  
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