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Unwind and Recharge  

When I moved to the house 

in Weldam, spring was in the air and summer on its way. I 

enjoyed the lovely weather during that period and the house felt 

more like a holiday home. I wondered how it would be in the 

winter, but over the past year I have enjoyed every season. The 

autumn with beautiful mushrooms ī never seen so many different 

ones in my life! But then of course there are not many in a busy 

town like Utrecht. Winter was equally beautiful. Crispy snow and, 

no matter how long it took, it held the promise of spring and 

summer. The trees would be green again.  
 

Hesitantly summer has arrived and we are longing for some sun 

and a bit more outdoor living. We need the sun and the light and 

we are not doing well without it. The fact is that people who 

spend a lot of time indoors where there is no daylight can actually 

experience psychological problems because of the lack of it. We 

need light and sunshine, like we need the Light for our spiritual 

health. We are getting ready to take some time off, maybe 

preparing to go on holiday and recharge our batteries.  
 

In an article last week by a Chinese philosopher, I read that 

prayer and just being quiet will keep our energy levels right. Not 

being rushed in the holidays, experiencing new things, and 

adopting a pace that is according to our liking will help us to 

unwind and recharge. Prayer will help us to distinguish our goal in 

life. What is the reason for our existence? How well do we relate 

to God in order to fulfil our mission on this earth? Such questions 

may have a more prominent place in our mind when we have 

some time off.  
 

I wish us all time and opportunity to recharge our 

spiritual batteries!  
 
 

Alja Tollefsen  

Chaplain of the East Netherlands  

 

 

The Chaplain Writes  
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Matters Domestic  

In response to Joyceôs appeal for 

help, a group of dedicated church 

members assembled to engage in a 

spring -cleaning session of the chapel 

on Saturday 15 June. On top of that 

the Chaplain conducted an altar 

course so that, from now on, more 

people know the finer details of  

preparing the altar for a church service.  

While some of us listened to Aljaôs 

explanations, outside the tall  

windows behind the altar were  

being cleaned with great skill and 

care. The stained -glass windows 

are so fragile that every pane has 

to be washed individually. Others 

were dusting, mopping and  

hoovering, and a former warden  

painstakingly cleaned the votive 

candle stand.  

The Polish lady who cleans the 

chapel once a month came in to say 

hello and it was really nice to meet the person who 

looks after the place when none of us is ever present.  

Needless to say, some good souls provided coffee and 

cakes as well, which helped to create a friendly  

atmosphere.  

A very big thank you to all who were involved!  

Everhard Ottens  

 

 

Key Dates  

7th July to  (Sundays)  

 11th August:  Summer Teas  

7th September:  Castle Fair  

17th September  Council Meeting  

Twente N ews  

Thought 

Do you realize that 

in about 40 years 

weôll have hundreds 

of elderly ladies 

sporting tattoos é 

and rap music will 

be the golden oldies! 

 

The Secret of 

Enjoying Good 

Wine 

(1) Open the bottle 

to allow it to 

breathe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) If it does not 

look like itôs 

breathing, give it 

mouth-to-mouth. 

 

Self-Deception 

The biggest lie I tell 

myself is ñI donôt 

need to write that 

down, Iôll remember 

it.ò 
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 Our stage has been readied to show the last act,  
The curtains then rise, the theatre is packed.  

Spotlights are casting their beams, oh so bright,  
And Angels are dancing on shafts of white light.  

 
The director, now frantic, is guiding his cast,  
Through words and in scenes, that theyõve all 

rehearsed,  
The end comes at last, the great curtain falls,  
And Angels, so happy, are leaving the stalls.  

 
Then actors and Angels tread wearily home,  

To wipe off their masks and hang up their gown,  
Now real life dictates, and gives them their lines,  
Will the Angels be there, to cheer them next time?  

 
 

Copyright ð Malcolm McBride, 2013  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

We cannot all do great things, 

but we can do small things with great love. 

Mother Teresa 
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 Poetry and Prose  

 
Many moons ago a bible study group met 

regularly on Monday evenings at the 

home of Joyce and Paul Chesmond in 

Almelo. Discussions were wide - ranging 

and brought a host of ideas to the 

surface. However, one particular evening 

we felt we were definitely heading into 

tranquil waters when the subject of 

angels cropped up. How wrong we were! 

The lesson we learned that evening was 

never to assume anything: practically 

everyone in the group had a different, very personal concept of angels 

and their role.  

 
ANGELS  

 
Thereõs a living stage, that we all know well, 

Where the backcloth can change, as if under a spell,  
Where we, as the artists, are playing our role,  
And an Angel may cry for the loss of a soul.  

 
We actors present a most tedious play,  

That may hardly change from day to dull day,  
But all take their part, with vigour and zeal,  

The Angels are sighing, "They think that itõs real". 
 

Scenes that are showing both good things and bad,  
From birth unto death, from happy to sad,  
Are conjured right up before sceptical eyes,  

Now Angels, in hundreds, are filling the skies.  
 

Page 3 

 
Council Meeting 25th June: Matters Arising  
 

Mid - week services  

As previously mentioned in the notices, the Chaplain is prepared 

to offer a Wednesday morning Eucharist on a regular basis. 

However, before this will take effect, we need to know if there is 

an interest for the extra service. Chaplain and wardens invite 

members to contact them, in person, by email or by putting their 

names on the list that will be put up in the Hut. Needless to say 

that this is NOT an obligation to turn up on every occasion if the 

project is to go ahead.  

 

Sound system  

For a long time this has been a discussion item. We are now ready 

to try out a simple mobile device which will be rented for one 

Sunday some time soon. At the end of that service members of 

the congregation will be handed a questionnaire so that they can 

share their experience with us.  

 

Possible future trips  

Chevetogne  

The Chaplain found out that Chevetogne is fully booked for church 

parties this year. A booking for twelve people has now been made 

for 3rd to 6th June 2014.  

Iona  

The idea of organizing a church party to Iona, Scotland, in 2014, 

was welcomed by the council. We will now gather more 

information about such a trip and in due course have an 

information session for interested members after church one 

Sunday at the end of July. (See also page 13.)  

Everhard Ottens  

I ntercessions 

If you wish to have someone included in the intercession, please contact 

the Chaplain or one of the Churchwardens before the Service. 

 

If you know of anyone who is sick or in need of pastoral care, please 

contact the Chaplain or one of the Churchwardens. 


