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After Judgment  
 

In November one week is 

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���D�V���3�U�L�V�R�Q�¶�V���:�H�H�N����
�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���L�W�¶�V���I�U�R�P�������W�K���W�L�O�O�������U�G���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���í���D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R��
manage to stay out of prison it may seem irrelevant. However, as 

Christians, prisoners should be our concern and St Paul reminds 

us in his letter to the Hebrews that we need to remember them 

(Hebrews 13.3). Criminal justice involves a whole stack of issues 

we need to look at if we want to take the Gospel seriously.  
 

Have we ever wondered how criminals came to act in this way?  It 

can be due to unfortunate circumstances, like being influenced by 

the wrong kind of friends; it can be that they were bullied at 

school when they were younger, or neglected at home; it can be 

�Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�����D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I���G�U�X�J���D�G�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���í���M�X�V�W���W�R���Q�D�P�H���D���I�H�Z��
examples.  
 

As a society we seem to have no other alternative than putting 

offenders into prison. But what do we really want to happen? Do 

we want revenge or do we want to cure the problem? Do we want 

to put them away in order to make our environment a little safer? 

�,�I���Z�H���I�H�H�O���I�R�U���S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�V�����D�U�H���Z�H���W�K�H�Q���³�V�R�I�W�´�"���,���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���V�R�����E�X�W��
rather that we want to do the will of the Father. Besides, I believe 

that more problems are cured with gentleness than with 

�K�D�U�V�K�Q�H�V�V�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���3�U�L�V�R�Q�¶�V���:�H�H�N���Z�H���D�O�V�R���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
victims of crime, because they often feel ignored by the criminal 

justice system. And what about the families of prisoners? They 

may not even have known what the criminal was doing and yet 

still get the blame and the shame. What about prisoners 

sentenced without being guilty?  
 

As members of a society, we are responsible for the why and the 

how of crime, and we need to allow ourselves to think about it 

�D�Q�G���Q�R�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���V�D�\�����³�2�K���Z�H�O�O�����W�K�H�\���J�H�W���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�´���í��
because we are asked to do more!  
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