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 Hopeful in an uncertain world? 

The readings for Advent Sunday 2025, particularly Isaiah 2:2-5 and Matthew 
24:36-44, powerfully bring us into the spirit of Advent. On the one hand, 
preparing ourselves for the joyful celebration of the birth of our Saviour two 
thousand years ago, on the other hand, awaiting the return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, with joyful expectation. 

We read in Isaiah: 

2 In days to come 
the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
5O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 

We are pointed to a time that comes with judgement, which initiates a new 
reality. We are promised that nations shall not lift up swords against nations and 
that nations shall learn war no more. Nations will spend their time making their 
instruments that create sustainable, just, right and peaceful societies, where 
there is no more knowledge of war. We will no longer have to teach or learn war. 
It would be something of the past. 

(Continued on page 6) 

The Chaplain Writes 
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Action Shoebox Presents for Christmas 2025 
 

On behalf of all the children who received the 
shoeboxes, an enormous thank you to all the generous 
givers for the 20 filled shoeboxes. These boxes will 
certainly paint a smile on the face of a child in need or a 
stressful situation. 
 

On the 12th of November, the boxes were delivered to 
the Ambt-Delden collection point. There they were 
united with the vast number of boxes that had already 
been delivered on Monday afternoon. 
 

For the moment, it is not clear where the boxes will be 
heading. Early next year, the organisation will issue a 
report with details on the delivery areas, which will be 
available to you in our church magazine and on the 
website. 
 

Prayer for peace in the world 
Please continue to pray for peace in the world. 
 

Prayer for the charities that we support 
Please continue to pray for the charities that we support. 
These are "Our Daily Bread" working in Ukraine, "Young 
Achievers" working with young people in Namibia, and the 
food bank in Goor. 
 

The "Our Daily Bread" charity has the following prayer 
request for this week: Our Daily Bread will work with the 
Ukrainian organisation Children Mission to roll out 
Jacaranda further in Ukraine. Children Mission has a well
-developed training system, competent trainers, and an 
extensive network. So there is no point in us reinventing 
the wheel. Pray that this cooperation would develop well. 
Also, the director of the Children Mission, Lyudmila 
Bryin, writes: "I see people are stressed because we need 
to rearrange our lifestyle to adapt to blackouts and no 
heating. This adds to the overall war stress. Please pray 
for us to have this strength and encouragement from God 
to overcome the obstacles we face!" 
Note: The Jacaranda Program is a trauma recovery 
initiative implemented in Ukraine to train local 
professionals to provide psychological support to children 
affected by the ongoing war. The program is a 
collaborative effort involving various non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) and international partners, 
including the Ukraine Volya Foundation (UVF) and Our 
Daily Bread Ukraine. 
 

Church Council Meeting 
There will be a Church Council meeting on Thursday, 18 
December. 
 

Standing Committee Meeting 
There will be a Standing Committee meeting on Zoom on 
Monday, 8 December, to prepare for the council meeting. 
 

True story 
The nativity play was 
going as planned, and 
Joseph and Mary were 
going from 'house' to 
'house', knocking on 
the doors and asking 
if there was any room 
for them.  
 

As they continued to 
get 'no room' 
answers, a little voice 
called from the back 
of the church: "You 
should have booked!"  
 

Who was the Real 
Virgin? 
A ten-year-old, under 
the tutelage of her 
grandmother, was 
becoming quite 
knowledgeable about 
the Bible. Then one 
day, she floored her 
grandmother by 
asking, "Which virgin 
was the mother of 
Jesus? The Virgin 
Mary or the King 
James Virgin?" 
 

What Are the Three 
Gifts? 
While participating in 
a church Christmas 
pageant many years 
ago, I was delighted 
to be chosen as the 
narrator. Each 
rehearsal went off 
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Church cleaning and decorating for Christmas 
Church cleaning and decorating for Christmas will be on 
Saturday, 13 December, starting at 10:00. 
 

Advent Market 
The Advent Market in the Hut last Sunday, and will remain 
open after the services until Christmas. 
 
Heating in the Chapel 
Thank you to everyone who came to the service on Sunday, 
30 November. Even though the heating wasn't working, 30 
people were in church. We hope that the heating will be 
working again by the 7 December service. 
 

Children's Christmas Service   
Wednesday 24 December 2025 16:00 
 

well, and then on the 
night of the show, I 
announced, in a loud 
and penetrating 
voice, the gifts of 
the Magi as being 
"gold, Frankenstein 
and myrrh." 
 

The Wrong Gift 
A young couple began 
to assemble a special 
Christmas gift they 
had bought for their 
children. They had 
purchased a kit for a 
tree house, but it 
didn't make sense.  
 

Then they realised 
that the materials 
were for a sailboat, 
so they wrote to the 
company to complain. 
 

The company's reply 
was brief: "While we 
regret the 
inconvenience this 
mistake must have 
caused you, we are 
more concerned 
about the man who is 
out on a lake 
somewhere, trying to 
sail your tree house." 
 

Actual children's 
versions of 
Christmas Carols: 
 

"...sleep in heavenly 
peas" 
 

"Joy to the world, 
the Saviour rains!" 
 

"Angels we have 
heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er 
the plane…" 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Magazine Payments 
St. Mary’s Magazine plays a valuable role in helping to keep 
the congregation informed on what is going on in their 
church and the chapel community. If you wish to receive a 
printed copy of the magazine, issued ten times a year, an 
annual donation of €15 will help to cover printing costs. If 
you cannot pick up your copy in the chapel and want to have 
it posted to you, we need to ask for an additional donation 
of €20 to cover postage. 
 

Payments Due 
With the start of the new year the call has to go out again 
for those people who receive a paper copy, to make their 
annual donation. During 2020, Lub Gringhuis took over the 
job of arranging the printing. With some skilful home 
printing and costing the magazine for the covered its costs. 
With Lub’s skilled management and your prompt donations, 
the magazine will survive. 
 

Intercessions 
If you wish to have someone included in the intercessions, 
or who is in need of a pastoral visit, please contact one of 
the Churchwardens or the Chaplain, before the Service. 
Alternatively, if you want to have someone included in the 
intercessions you could contact the Intercessor via the 
Prayer Request Tool on the Chapel Website. The Chaplain, 
the Wardens and the Intercessor will simultaneously 
receive your message via this tool. The link below will take 
you directly to the Prayer Request. 
http://anglicanchurchtwente.com/home/service%20%26%
20readings/prayers%20requests.html 

Gebruiker
Doorhalen
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The theologian Michael Chan points out that “the 
promises made in this text seem utterly absurd when 
examined against Israel’s ancient history. The ‘mountain of 
the Lord’ (the temple mount, also known as Zion) was never 
the most prominent mountain, even if one considers only 
nearby peaks (see Psalm 125:2). The nations have never 
streamed to Jerusalem to learn divine teaching. God has 
yet to play the role of international conflict mediator, and 
the waging of warfare and the perfecting thereof 
continues to afflict creation to this very day. The reality 
expressed in this Isaiah text exists primarily in the realm 
of promise and hope, not in the realm of reality.” 

The nature and quality of life of the people of Israel and 
its immediate neighbours of the 7th century BC were 
dominated by the power struggles of the two superpowers 
– Egypt to Israel’s southwest and Assyria to Israel’s 
northeast - who were constantly vying for dominance in the 
region. Israel and its neighbours were caught in the middle 
between these two superpowers. During Isaiah’s time, 
Assyria would come south en route to Egypt, destroying 
anyone with its superior war machinery and anything that 
resisted it in its quest for dominance. So a visit to 
Jerusalem was a regular occurrence for one or the other 
of the superpowers. In this case, Assyria ensured that 
Israel’s allegiance was firmly on the Assyrian side. This 
ensured that war was a constant reality for them with no 
relief in sight.  
 

People in Isaiah’s time dreamed of a world like the one 
described in Isaiah 2:2-5, while their reality was 
completely the opposite: they were making weapons out of 
anything they could find. They had to be ready for war at 
any moment. War, its instruments, and the ravages of war 
were continuously evident around them. 
 

Does this not remind us of the ways we have to be ready 
and alert for whatever unintended or intended attack from 
a social, economic, political, gender, spiritual and other 
realities around us? Do we also not have war fatigue, 
exclusion fatigue, poverty fatigue, religious oppression 
fatigue, gender violence and femicide fatigue? Billions of 
people experience our earthly home as a cold, hostile and 
hopeless place. Do we also dream of that time when we can 
see God’s work in our lives, because we are living the life 
that creates just peace? 
 

Is our vision or dream absolutely absurd? Are we lying to 
ourselves if we dare to have this dream? Are we living in a 
false reality? Do we have to accept that the so-called 
earthly superpowers have the last say? Did we, as humans, 
not create the reality we find ourselves in? Have we not 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Christmas. I'll be 
Father 
Christmas, and 
you can be a 
present, and I'll 
give you away."  
 

Stronger 
Statistics show 
we're getting 
stronger. 50 
years ago, you 
needed an estate 
car to hold €50 
worth of 
Christmas 
presents. 20 
years ago, it took 
two people to 
carry €20 worth 
of presents. Now 
a five-year-old 
can do it. 
 

Oops! 
A vicar gave his 
daughter a puppy 
for Christmas. An 
hour later, he 
found her in the 
kitchen, looking 
sadly at a puddle 
in the centre of 
the floor.  
"Look, Dad," she 
said, "My pup 
runneth over." 
 

New Year's Eve 
is coming soon… 
The bagpipes are 
the missing link 
between music 
and noise.  
-  E K Kruger 
 

The inventor of 
the bagpipes was 
inspired when he 
saw a man 
carrying an 
indignant 
asthmatic pig 
under his arm. 
Unfortunately, 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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been lied to, told that this is how things are and how they 
will stay? 
 

So, in this hopelessly hostile world, we need to hear God’s 
promise of peace with justice again and again. We need to 
know that it is only through our active participation as 
God’s instruments that we can become citizens who make 
our nations take their instruments of war and beat them 
into instruments of righteousness and peace with justice.  
 

From the springboard of our Isaiah passage and our 
reflection of the Advent Psalms in our Advent booklet, let 
us consider that we are beating our instruments of war 
into instruments that build a world which celebrates life in 
its fullness in the presence and spirit of God, who 
promised to be with us even to the end of time.  

Yours in Christ as always, 

Rev. Jacque 

 
Archbishop Designate, Sarah Mullally, sets out 

her hopes for the Church. 
 

Shortly after the announcement of her nomination as the 
next Archbishop of Canterbury, Bishop Sarah Mullally 
delivered an address at Canterbury Cathedral, reflecting 
on her calling, the challenges facing the Church, and her 
hopes for its future.  
 

Rooted in her early vocation as a nurse and shaped by 
her ministry in London, she spoke of “washing feet” as a 
guiding image of Christian service, and of finding hope in 
the quiet faithfulness of churches, chaplaincies, and 
communities across the Anglican Communion.  
She addressed the Church’s responsibility in 
safeguarding, the need to confront power dynamics, and 
the importance of standing against hatred and 
antisemitism.  
 

She said she would seek to be “a shepherd who enables 
everyone’s ministry and vocation to flourish,” and 
expressed her desire to nurture confidence in the 
Gospel. “Held fast by the Lord’s hand,” she concluded, 
“please pray for me as I will pray for you.” 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

the man-made 
sound never 
equalled the 
purity of the 
sound achieved 
by the pig. -  
Alfred 
Hitchcock. 
 

Bring not a 
bagpipe to a man 
in trouble. -  
Jonathan Swift. 
 

Weird Christmas 
Christmas is 
weird – at what 
other time of the 
year do you sit in 
front of a dead 
tree and eat 
sweets out of 
your socks? 
 

Cake Recipe 
I just found out 
how to make the 
perfect apple-
upside -down 
cake...trip over 
the dog when 
taking it out the 
oven! 
 

Huh! 
My son asked me 
if he could eat 
the last piece of 
cake in the 
fridge? I told 
him he might be 
more 
comfortable in 
the dining room. 
 

My father loves 
to put manure on 
his rhubarb….I 
prefer custard. 
 

Archaeologists in 
Egypt just 
discovered a 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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St James the Least 
of All  
 

Your first parish 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

And so, the old year draws 
to a close, and you are 
packing to move to your own 
first parish in January. Let 
me give you some final words of advice. 
 

Curates, you will have noticed, are forgiven everything. I 
hope you have appreciated this period of grace, because 
come 1st January, all that will change. You will then become 
responsible for everything that goes wrong in your church. 
You must be able to mend leaking taps, shovel snow, 
arrange flowers, mow the churchyard and run jumble sales. 
You will be expected to know the moment someone falls ill 
– preferably the day before. In addition, they will expect 
you to preach profound sermons - in seven minutes flat, 
and to lead a life of prayerful solitude while being the life 
and soul of the parish. From the day your predecessor left, 
he would have turned into a saint. You will be their new 
disappointment. Be assured that whatever you do, you will 
always disappoint someone. 
 

Be prepared for phone calls at 3 a.m. telling you that 
someone has left a light on in the church, and shouldn’t you 
go turn it off? You will be asked about car parking 
arrangements for the October Harvest Service by mid-
January, while hymns for the 9 Lessons and Carols will be 
required by early summer. I suggest you buy an extra 
pullover, overcoats and scarves for life in your vicarage. A 
good number of mousetraps may also come in useful. 
 

Welcome to your new life as an incumbent.    
 

Expect that each Sunday morning, as you prepare for the 
service, there will be a straggling queue of people who want 
to tell you an astonishing variety of things: there is a large 
cobweb 30 feet up over the pulpit, they don’t like the 
second hymn on the board, the flowers look rough this 
week, there may be a bat in the vestry, some child has left 
a shoe in the back porch, and the car park has broken glass 
in it.  
 

You may find this a distraction as you prepare for a 
worship service. But remember that at least they have 

(Continued on page 9) 

"While shepherds 
washed their 
socks by night…" 
 

"Deck the Halls 
with Buddy 
Holly..." 
 

"We three kings 
of porridge and 
tar…" 
 

"On the first day 
of Christmas, my 
tulip gave to 
me…" 
 

Know what? 
As we were 
putting out 
cookies for 
Father Christmas 
one Christmas 
Eve, I 
accidentally 
dropped one. I 
picked it up and 
dusted it off 
before placing it 
back on the plate. 
"You can't do 
that," argued my 
four-year-old. 
But I assured 
him that Father 
Christmas would 
never know. 
 

He shot me a 
dubious look. "So, 
he knows if I've 
been bad or good 
all year, but he 
doesn't know if 
you dropped his 
cookie on the 
floor?" 
 

Nativity set 
A man visiting his 
daughter and her 
family for 
Christmas was 
admiring the 
beautiful nativity 
set in her 
hallway. His 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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young 
granddaughter came 
up to him, and he 
asked her if she 
knew what it was.  
 

"Sure, I do," she 
replied. "It's 
breakable." 
 

Keep it a surprise 
Three-year-old Lily 
was helping her 
mother wrap a 
present for her 
father. While 
wrapping, her 
mother told Lily 
about keeping the 
present a secret so 
it would be a 
surprise. After the 
present was 
wrapped, Lily 
proudly put it under 
the tree. 
 

When her father 
asked her if he 
could shake it and 
guess what's inside, 
she said very 
seriously, "No, 
that's not possible. 
T-shirts don't 
rattle." 
 

Big part 
A little boy rushed 
home from school: 
"I got a part in the 
Christmas play!" His 
mother asked which 
part it was. "I'm 
going to be one of 
the three wise 
guys!" 
 

Let's play 
Four-year-old to her 
two-year-old sister: 
"Let's play 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 6) 

bothered to come to church at all. In my experience, 
congregations can be irritating, but at least they do take up 
a lot of space, which looks good in the pews. The church 
would look empty without them.  
 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How Father Christmas got where he is today 

 

One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season 
is Father Christmas. These days, he seems to frequent 
shopping malls and garden centres. If he looks tired, 
remember that he has been around a long time and has gone 
through many transformations. 
 

Father Christmas wasn't always the red-suited, white-
bearded star of the retail trade that he is today. He began 
life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in Patara, an 
important port on the southern coast of what is now Turkey. 
When his parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave 
it away to the poor. He became a bishop of the nearby city 
of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered persecution and 
imprisonment at the hands of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. 
 

Nicholas was a profound theologian: he participated in the 
First Council of Nicaea, which formulated the Creed we still 
say today. He even, reportedly, slapped another bishop in a 
squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity. 
 

Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his 
generosity and kindness were beginning. One enduring tale 
tells of the three girls whom he rescued from certain 
prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries. When the 
father confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should 
thank God alone. 
 

In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, 
who emerged in Victorian times as a jolly-faced, bearded 
character. Meanwhile, Dutch and German settlers had taken 
him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas.    
It was in America that Nicholas received his final two 
significant breaks into real stardom. The first was when the 
Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal minister, turned 
from his life's work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon to 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 



10 

 

write a fun poem for his children one Christmas. His 'The 
Visit of St Nicholas' is now universally known by its first 
line: 'T'was the Night Before Christmas'. 
From Clement Moore, we discovered that St. Nicholas is 
round and pink-cheeked and white-bearded, and that he 
travels at night with a sleigh, reindeer, and a sack of toys 
on his back.   It was Clement Moore who also revealed that 
St Nicholas enters houses down chimneys and fills 
children's stockings with toys and sweets.  
 

So, how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red?   
That was the US Coca-Cola advertising campaign of 1931, 
which finally released the latest, up-to-date pictures of 
Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed coat 
and a large belt. 
 

These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer 
and doesn't have to pay for petrol. To get around all the 
children in the world on Christmas Eve, he will have to 
travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1279 miles a 
second, 6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us 
who are already exhausted just rushing around getting 
ready for Christmas, that is a sobering thought. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woof and Me 
 

A man and his dog were walking along a road. The man was 
enjoying the scenery, when it suddenly occurred to him 
that he was dead. 
 

He remembered dying, and that the dog walking beside him 
had been dead for years. He wondered where the road was 
leading them. 
 

After a while, they came to a high, white stone wall along 
one side of the road. It looked like fine marble. At the top 
of the long hill, it was broken by a tall arch that glowed in 
the sunshine. 
 

While he was standing before it he saw a magnificent gate 
in the arch that looked like mother-of-pearl, and the 
street that led to the gate looked like pure gold. He and 
the dog walked toward the gate, and saw a man at a desk 
to one side. 
 

When he was close enough he called out, ”Excuse me, 
where are we?” 
 

“This is Heaven, sir,” the man answered. 
 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 15) 

burial chamber 
filled with tons 
of chocolate and 
hazelnuts.  
Its believed to 
be the tomb of 
Pharaoh Rocher! 
 

Age 
You know you 
getting older 
when you can’t 
get your rocking 
chair started. 
 

Old age is when 
candlelit dinners 
are no longer 
because you can’t 
read the menu. 
 

Don’t worry 
about avoiding 
temptation. As 
you grow older it 
will avoid you. 
 

Middle age is 
when you’re 
willing to get up 
and give your 
seat to a lady - 
and can’t. 
 

Middle age is also 
the time when 
everything starts 
to wear out, fall 
out, or spread 
out. 
 

With age comes 
wisdom, and with 
wisdom comes 
the ability to 
blame others for 
your mistakes. 
 
Writing home 
A boy was sent 
by his parents to 
a school a long 
distance from 
home. He had 
been strictly 
enjoined to write 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Forthcoming Services 

If you are unable to come to church on the day that you are on duty, please swop with  
someone else and let the wardens know 

December 7 2025  

10:30 Eucharist Advent 2 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Jeanet Luiten 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Elizabeth v.d Heide Isaiah 11. 1-10 

 Psalm 72.1-7, 18-19  

Rita Kizito  Romans 15 .4-13 

Gospel Matthew 11. 1-12 

December 14 2025  

10:30 Eucharist Lessons and Carols 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Joyce Wigboldus 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Lea Meijnen Isaiah35. 7-10 

Others to be determined Psalm 146 4-10 or Magnificat 

Jacolien Molenaar James 5. 7-10 

Gospel Matthew 11. 2-11 

December 21 2025 

10:30 Eucharist Advent 4  

Celebrant  
Preacher  

Revd. Jacqueline Williams 
Simone Yallop 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Lea Meijnen  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Erick Postma Isaih 7. 10-16 

 Psalm 80. 1-8, 18-20  

Patrick Saridjan Romans1.1-7 

Gospel Matthew 1. 8-end 
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December 25 2024 

10:30 Eucharist Christmas Day 

Celebrant and Preacher Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden:  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor 
Elizabeth v. d. Heide  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Lea Meijnen Isaiah 52. 7-10  

 Psalm 98 10.30  

Linda ten Berge Hebrews 1. 1-4 [5-12]  

Gospel John 1. 1-14 

December 24/25 2025  

22.30 Midnight Mass Christmas Eve 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Simone Yallop 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Irene Snijders Isaiah 52. 7-10  

 Psalm 98  

Louw Talstra  Hebrews 1.1-4, 5-12  

Gospel John 1 1-14 

December 25 2025 

10:30 Eucharist Christmas Day 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Jeanet Luiten 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Joyce Wigboldus  Isaiah 62. 6-12  

 Psalm 97  

Diane Wesseling  Titus 3.4-7, 

Gospel Luke 2. 1-7,8-20 

Gebruiker
Doorhalen
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January 5 2025 

10:30 Morning Prayer  Epiphany  

Officiant and Preacher  Reader Simone Yallop 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Joyce Wigboldus  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Elizabeth van de Heide  Jeremiah 31. 7-14  

 Psalm 147. 13-end  

Jan de Beij  Ephesians 1. 1-3  

Gospel John 1. 10-18  

December 29 2024 

10:30 Morning Prayer  Christmas 1  

Officiant and Preacher  Reader Simone Yallop 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Lea Meijnen  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Rita Kizito 1 Samual 2. 18-20,26  

 Psalm 148 1-6 10.30  

Patrick Saridjan Colossians 3. 12-17  

Gospel Luke 2. 41-end  

January 12 2025 

10:30 Eucharist Baptism of Christ  

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Chris Nicolls  

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Simone Yallop  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Ilonka de Beij  Isaiah 43. 1-7  

 Psalm 29  

Arthur Cass  Acts 8. 14-17  

Gospel Luke 3. 15-17, 21-22  

Gebruiker
Doorhalen

Gebruiker
Doorhalen

Gebruiker
Doorhalen
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January 19 2025 

10:30 Eucharist  Epiphany 2  

Officiant and Preacher  Revd Alja Tollefson  

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Elizabeth v. d. Heide  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Jaccolien Molenaar  Isaiah 62. 1-5  

 Psalm 36. 5-10  

Joyce Wigboldus  1 Corinthians. 12. 1-11  

Gospel John 2. 1-11 

January 26 2025 

10:30 Eucharist Epiphany 3  

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Jeanet Luiten  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Jan de Beij  Nehemiah 8. 1-3, 5-6,8-10  

 Psalm 19. 1-6 10.30 1  

Lea Meijnen Corinthians 12.12-31a , 

Gospel Luke 4. 14-21 

February 2 2025 

10:30 Eucharist Presentation of Christ in the Temple  

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Lea Meijnen  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Erica Bonting  Malachi 3. 1-5  

 Psalm 24. 7-end  

Ilonka de Bey  Hebrews 2. 14-end , 

Gospel Luke 2. 22-40  

Gebruiker
Doorhalen

Gebruiker
Doorhalen

Gebruiker
Doorhalen
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“Would you happen to have some water?” the man asked. 
 

“Of course sir. Come right in and I will have some ice water 
brought right up.” 
The man gestured and the gate began to open. 
 

“Can my friend”, waving towards his dog, “come in, too?” the 
traveller asked. 
 

“I'm sorry sir, but we don’t accept pets.” 
 

The traveller thought for a moment and then turned back 
toward the road and continued the way he had been going with 
his dog. 
 

After another long walk, and at the top of another long hill, 
he came to a dirt road leading through to a farm gate that 
looked as if it had never been closed. There was no fence. As 
he approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a 
tree, reading a book. 
 

“Excuse me!” he called to the man. “Do you have any water?” 
 

“Yeah, sure, there’s a pump over there, come on in.” 
 

“How about my friend here?” the traveller gestured to the 
dog. 
 

“There should be a bowl by the pump.” 
 

They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an 
old-fashioned hand pump with a bowl beside it. The traveller 
filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself, then he 
gave some to the dog.  
 

When they were full, he and the dog walked back toward the 
man who was standing by the tree. 
 

“What do you call this place?” the traveller asked. 
 

“This is Heaven,” he answered. 
 

“Well, that’s confusing,” the traveller said, “The man down the 
road said that was Heaven, too.” 
 

“Oh you mean the place with the gold street and the pearly 
gates? Nope. That’s hell.” 
 

“Doesn’t it make you mad for them to use your name like 
that?” 
 

“No, we’re just happy that they screen out the folks out who 
would leave their best friends behind.” 
 

(Continued from page 10) 

home regularly and 
tell them all about 
himself and his new 
life.  
 

At the end of the 
first week, his first 
text arrived: 
“There are 370 
boys here. I wish 
there were 369.” 
 

Words of wisdom 
on Sermons? 
“There’s a fine line 
between a long, 
drawn-out sermon 
and a hostage 
situation.” 
 

Dogged Conversion 
Kelly’s beloved dog 
died, so he put it in 
a box and went to 
his parish priest 
for a special mass 
to be said for the 
animal’s soul. 
“ 

“Look here , Kelly,” 
said the priest. “Do 
ye not know that 
Catholic churches 
can’t be after doing 
this sort of thing?” 
 

Kelly looked 
crestfallen. Trying 
to be helpful the 
priest said, “Why 
don’t you take it 
the protestant 
church down the 
road. They’re after 
believing all kind of 
things , and they 
may be able to do 
something for the 
poor creature.” 
 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Science and Miracles 
 

We live in a world where we can expect the sun to rise 
tomorrow and the milk to pour out of the bottle when we 
tilt it over our cereal. But for God, the properties of 
matter and the biological processes that we know and read 
about in textbooks are simply the usual ways He works. If 
He chooses to do something unexpected to demonstrate 
something about His character, His relationship with us, 
and His purposes, then He will. 
 

A group of 14 UK-based science Professors wrote to The 
Times in 1984, saying that “We gladly accept the Virgin 
Birth, the gospel miracles, and the Resurrection of Christ 
as historical events. We know that we are representative 
of many other scientists who are also Christians standing 
in the historical tradition of the churches.” For the non-
believer, I would suggest a thought experiment: if God 
exists, why should He be bound by the same laws of 
physics as we are?  
 

Professor Christine Done is an Astrophysicist at the 
University of Durham. In the book True Scientists, True 
Faith (Monarch, 2014), she writes: “Even when I was an 
atheist, I used to get cross at discussions… on how all 
Jesus’s miracles could be physically explained.” To me, once 
you have believed in a God, a supernatural being, then it’s 
evident that supernatural stuff could happen, since any 
God who can make the physical universe and its laws can 
presumably suspend those laws at any time and way He 
chooses.”  
 

Some miracles appear to be cases of superb timing. The 
wind blew all night, and the Israelites crossed the Red Sea 
on dry land, for example. The biblical writers don’t seem 
especially interested in distinguishing between wonders 
that seem to break the usual rules of how things happen 
and those that don’t.  
 

Many in Jesus’ audiences were not won over by His 
wonders. Most of the people in the crowds who ate the 
food He produced out of nowhere were quite happy to turn 
on Him when the religious authorities decided He was 
dangerous. We can only make sense of something 
unexpected, such as an answer to prayer for healing, in the 
context of a growing relationship with God. The exciting 
task for a Christian is to explain what this interaction 
looks like, and to demonstrate what ‘your kingdom come’ 
looks like in our communities. God works through us in 
words, works and wonders. 
 

©Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at 
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in 
Cambridge 
 

(Continued on page 17) 

Kelly smiled. “Aw 
thanks father. 
That’s grand. 
What do you 
think they’ll 
charge me for 
the service? I’m 
willing to pay up 
to a thousand 
Euros.” 
 

The priest 
suddenly put his 
arm around Kelly. 
“Now why didn’t 
you tell me the 
dog was 
Catholic?” 
 

They’ve all gone 
“I’m 96 tomorrow 
vicar, and I 
haven’t an enemy 
in the world.” 
“That is 
wonderful. You 
must have a truly 
forgiving nature.” 
“No, I’ve just 
outlived them 
all.” 
 

Up to the 
Monastery 
There is a story 
about a 
monastery in 
Europe perched 
several hundred 
metres in the air. 
 

The only way to 
reach the 
monastery was to 
be suspended in 
basket which was 
pulled to the top 
by several monks 
who pulled and 
tugged with all 
their strength. 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 
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6th January Epiphany 
Where did the Wise Men come from? 

 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi had 
originally been a religious caste among the Persians. Their 
devotion to astrology, divination, and the interpretation of 
dreams led to an extension of the meaning of the word, and by 
the first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have been 
astrologers from outside Persia. Some scholars believe they 
might have come from what was then Arabia Felix, or as we 
would say today, southern Arabia.   
 

It is true that in the first century astrology was practised 
there, and it was the region where the Queen of Sheba had 
lived. She, of course, had visited Solomon and would have heard 
the prophecies about how, one day, a Messiah would be born to 
the Israelites and become their King.  
 

Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked 
Herod: ‘Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? 
We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.’ So it 
is possible that in southern Arabia, the Queen of Sheba’s story 
of how a Messiah would one day be sent to the Israelites had 
survived. Indeed, there are several other early legends that 
connect southern Arabia with Solomon’s Israel.     
 

To many people, this makes sense: that the ancient stories of a 
Messiah, linked to later astrological study, prompted these alert 
and god-fearing men to realise that something very stupendous 
was happening in Israel. They realised that after all these 
centuries, the King of the Jews, the Messiah, was about to be 
born.  
 

One more interesting thing that supports the theory that the 
Magi came from southern Arabia is this. Study any map of 
Palestine as it was during biblical times. You will find that the old 
Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’.  
 

 
With Christmas shopping in mind 
 

A cheerful giver does not count the cost of what he gives. His 
heart is set on pleasing and cheering him to whom the gift is 
given. - Julian of Norwich 
 
 

Obviously the ride up 
the steep cliff in that 
basket is terrifying. 
One tourist got 
exceedingly nervous 
about half way up as 
he noticed that the 
rope by which he was 
suspended was old and 
frayed. 
 

With a trembling voice 
he asked the monk who 
was riding with him the 
basket how often they 
changed the rope. 
 

The monk thought for 
a moment and 
answered, “Whenever 
it breaks.” 
 

Grace or not? 
A prominent atheist 
academic was the 
guest of honour at an 
Oxford college dinner. 
Just before the meal 
began, the Dean leant 
over to him and 
explained that it was a 
strict college tradition 
to say Grace before 
eating. 
 

Since the chaplain was 
off sick, it was also 
college tradition that 
the duty would then 
fall on the principle 
speaker. Not wishing 
to be rude, but acutely 
aware of his 
reputation, the 
academic rose to his 
feet and solemnly 
declared: 
“There being no 
clergyman present, let 
us thank God.” 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Through the Silence of Christmas 
 

Beneath the twinkle of the winter’s glow, 
Lies a hush only the grieving know. 
The carols play, the bells resound, 

Yet hearts ache for what’s not around. 
 

The chair sits empty, the stocking still 
A silence that no joy can fill. 

But in the quiet, a warmth appears, 
Memories glowing through the tears. 

 
The love we shared, it never fades, 

It lingers through the darkened days. 
Though Christmas feels a shade less bright, 

Their spirit whispers in the night. 
 

So light a candle, soft and true, 
For love endures, and they shine through. 

In every star, in every song, 
They’re with us still, where they belong. 

 
-poet unknown- 
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Local Contacts 

Almelo, Weerselo, Rijssen:    - Annie Oosterhof  0541 661 151 

Apeldoorn, Deventer, Hilversum:   - Joyce Wigboldus 0570 676007 

Diepenheim, Goor, Markelo:   - Lea Meijnen and  Josje Zweers 

Enschede-Haaksbergen:    - Jeanet Luiten 0049 25679395750 

Hengelo, Delden, :    -Karel Slootstra: swtk@planet.nl  

Lochem, Zutphen, Gorsel, Baak, Raalte:  - Elisa Hannan 0573 255571 

Winterswijk:     - Vacant 

Editorial Team 

Production Editor: Blair Charles; Copy Editor: Erica Schotman Bonting: Production 

Assistant: Marilyn Charles, Printing and Distribution: Jeanet Luiten and Lub Gringhuis 

 

St Mary’s Magazine is the monthly publication of the Twente Chaplaincy. If you wish to 

receive the magazine, or know someone who does, please contact one of the Wardens. For 

magazines collected in church, a donation of €15 pa will ensure your magazine continues 

to be produced. If you want the magazine posted to your home, an additional contribution 

of €20 pa to cover postage is required. The Digital version is free, contact the Editorial 

Team for details. Please make the payment to: Anglican Church Twente, ABN AMRO, 

IBAN: NL62ABNA0593634 012. Copy for the next issue of the magazine should reach 

the editor by the third Sunday of the month and can be handed in after the church service 

or sent by e-mail blrchrls1@gmail.com erica.schotman@wxs.nl - mari2hack@gmail.com 

Donations and Bequests 

The policy of the Anglican Church Twente is to use donations and bequests to help 
fund significant development projects in the Chaplaincy, whether buildings, 
equipment, staff, or other major needs. As circumstances change over the years, it 
may not be possible to fulfil specific donor requests, so church members are 
encouraged to make donations and leave legacies for the general purposes of the 
Chaplaincy. The Chaplaincy Council will discuss with donors or their executors 
the most appropriate use of the gift in the light of current projects and the donor's 
known areas of interest in the church: for example, children & youth, music, 
buildings.  

 

Donations or bequests can be paid into the current account of the Anglican Church 
Twente, ABN AMRO Lochem, IBAN: NL62ABNA0593634012. 
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Mission Statement 
Founded in 1979, the Anglican Church Twente belongs to the Church of England's 

Diocese in Europe. The Church of England forms a part of the worldwide Anglican 

Communion of more than 80 million people 

The Anglican Church Twente, based at St Mary's Chapel, Weldam provides a Christian 

ministry in the East Netherlands. Most of the congregation live in the towns and 

villages of the East Netherlands and across the border in Germany. Some come from 

further afield. 

The Anglican Church Twente holds a service every Sunday at 10:30 am in English. The 

church offers Holy Communion to all baptized Christians, Sunday School to nurture 

and educate children in the Christian faith, and a warm welcome to people of all 

nationalities. 

The main aims of the Anglican Church Twente are to: 

† Offer Christian worship by the rites of the Church of England in the English 

 language. 

† Provide pastoral care to all who are in need of such help. 

† Promote a lively fellowship among those who attend the services. 

† Support outreach in Christian ministry wherever there is a need. 
 

Stewardship 
 

We are a self-supporting church and raise all income from our giving and stewardship. 

As God has blessed us, we thank Him by giving accordingly.  
 

A Prayer for St Mary’s 
 

Almighty and everlasting God 

Creator and ruler of all things in heaven and earth, 

Hear our prayer for the St Mary’s family. 

Strengthen our faith, 

Fashion our lives according to the example of your Son, 

And grant that we may show the power of your love, 

To all among whom we live. 

Inspire us in our worship and witness, 

Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 

And bring us all to be of one heart and mind 

Within your Holy Church 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with you in the Holy Spirit 

One God, now and forever, 

Amen. 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are those of authors and contributors and are not necessarily shared by the 

editor or church leadership. 


