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Dear Saints, 
 
Growing in Christ and living holy and healthy 

lives is that all which is expected from us as individual Christians and Christian 
communities, or as the scattered body of Christ?  Is that our sole responsibility? 
Does it witness to the truth of our Lord’s purpose? According to the Gospel of 
John, Jesus said, “I came that you may have life and have life to its fullest”.  
 

Is there more to being a Christian than this? Living individuals have nice lives. 
Being nice people, making everybody feel nice about themselves, not taking 
everything too seriously? Do we leave all decisions made that impact the majority 
of people in the world to a few elite men and maybe a woman or two in between?  
 

Do you sometimes struggle with questions like this, or have you given up trying to 
understand? 
I am hoping that with our Lenten Bible Study, themed “Growing in Christ”, we may 
engage with some of these questions and more. So, if you are keen to engage with 
each other, join us on four Saturdays during Lent as we enter the theme “Growing 
in Christ”. 
 

As usual, our Lenten Programme encourages us to make the Fridays in Lent days of 
fasting and meditation on the Stations of the Cross. The Passion narrative we 
meditate on this year is from the Gospel of Matthew.  
 

Below are some key dates to remember this coming Lenten Season: 
 
Lent 2026: Growing in Christ 
 
Wednesday 18 February 2026  Ash Wednesday Service   19:00 
 

Friday 20 February 2026  Day of Fasting 
 

Saturday 21 February 2026 Lenten Bible Study 1  10:00  
 

Sunday 22 February 2026  Lent 1 Eucharist Service   10:30 
 

Monday 23 February 2026  Lenten Bible Study Repeat Zoom 19:00  
 

Friday 27 February 2026  Fasting / Stations of the Cross  18:00 
 

Saturday 28 February 2026 Lenten Bible Study 2  10:00 
 

Sunday 1 March 2026   Lent 2 Eucharist Service   10:30 
 

Monday 2 March 2026   Lenten Bible Study Repeat Zoom 19:00  
 

Friday 6 March 2026   Fasting / Stations of the Cross  18:00 
 

Saturday 7 March 2026   Lenten Bible Study 3  10:00 
 

Sunday 8 March 2026   Lent 3 Eucharist Service   10:30 
 

Monday 9 March 2026   Lenten Bible Study Repeat Zoom 19:00 
 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Chaplain Writes 
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It hurts 
A little girl told her 
mother one day 
before lunch that 
her stomach was 
hurting. Her mother 
replied: "That's 
because it's empty, 
you have to put 
something into it!"  
 

That evening the 
minister and his wife 
came for dinner. The 
minister looked a bit 
rough and explained 
that his head was 
hurting him. The 
little girl gave him a 
sweet smile and said 
encouragingly: 
"That's because it's 
empty, you have to 
put something into 
it!"  
 

Hymns for 
Professionals 
Dentist - Crown Him 
with many crowns 
Contractors - The 
Church’s one 
foundation 
Obstetricians - 
Come labour on 
Golfers - There is a 
green hill far away 
Politicians - Standing 
on the promises 
Librarians - Let all 
mortal flesh keep 
silent 

(Continued on page 5) 

Deanery Day 2026, 14 March 2026 
 

On Saturday, 14th March 2026, there will be a Deanery 
Day at Holy Trinity Church in Utrecht from 10:00 to 
15:30. Everyone is welcome. The guest speaker for the 
day will be Bishop Andrew, Suffragan Bishop of the 
Diocese in Europe. The theme of the day will be the 
future running and nurturing of our chaplaincies by the 
next generation of leaders. Admission is free, and a 
simple soup-and-bread lunch will be provided. The day will 
end with a Eucharist. Details of how to register will be 
provided in due course. Holy Trinity Utrecht is easy to 
reach by public transport (train and bus line 8) and by 
park and ride. Please note that the church itself is in a 
paid parking zone. The address of Holy Trinity Church is 
Van Limburg Stirumplein 1, 3581 VD Utrecht. 
 

Prayer for peace in the world 
Please continue to pray for peace in the world. 
 

Prayer for the charities that we support 
Please continue to pray for the charities that we support. 
These are “Our Daily Bread” working in Ukraine, “Young 
Achievers” working with young people in Namibia, and the 
food bank in Goor. 
 

The “Our Daily Bread” charity is asking for prayers for 
Volodymyr and Tetiana Avilova in Kremenchuk, who run 
our Fuel4Change project. Tetiana writes: “Stand with us 
as we pray for an end to this war and for God’s mercy on 
Ukraine! Life is challenging right now with power outages, 
closed businesses, and the weight of the ongoing conflict. 
Yet God is still powerfully at work, saving lives and 
bringing hope! Pray for the team as they visit people 
across Hlobynska, Hradizka, Kozelshchyna, Haleshchyna, 
Pryshyb, Mishcha, Horishni Plavni, and Onufriivka 
communities. Ask God to sustain the vital work with 
veterans and widows in the new year. Pray for strength, 
resources, and for God to bring healing to broken 
hearts.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Mary’s Chapel 
News 
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On Shrove Tuesday, please take care when making your 
pancakes! 
 

Magazine Payments 
St. Mary’s Magazine plays a valuable role in helping to 
keep the congregation informed on what is going on in 
their church and the chapel community. If you wish to 
receive a printed copy of the magazine, issued ten times 
a year, an annual donation of €15 will help to cover 
printing costs. If you cannot pick up your copy in the 
chapel and want to have it posted to you, we need to ask 
for an additional donation of €20 to cover postage. 
 

Payments Due 
With the start of the new year the call has to go out 
again for those people who receive a paper copy, to make 
their annual donation. During 2020, Lub Gringhuis took 
over the job of arranging the printing. With some skilful 
home printing and costing the magazine for the covered 
its costs. With Lub’s skilled management and your prompt 
donations, the magazine will survive. 
 

Intercessions 
If you wish to have someone included in the 
intercessions, or who is in need of a pastoral visit, please 
contact one of the Churchwardens or the Chaplain, 
before the Service.  

God made us 
A little girl sitting on 
her grandfather's 
lap reached up to 
touch his wrinkled 
cheek.  “Grandpa, did 
God make you?" 
 

"Yes, sweetheart," he 
answered, "God made 
me a long time ago." 
 

"Oh," she paused. 
"Grandpa, did God 
make me too?"  Her 
grandfather assured 
her that He had. 
Feeling his wrinkled 
cheek again, she 
observed, "God's 
getting better at it, 
isn't He?" 
 

Post-Valentine 
A man confided to 
his friend that he 
and his wife had had 
a serious argument 
the night before. "It 
finally ended," he 
said, "when she came 
crawling to me on her 
hands and knees."  
 

"What did she say?" 
asked the friend, 
amazed. 
 

The husband replied, 
"She said, 'Come out 
from under that bed, 
you coward!'"  
 

With Valentine’s Day 
and romance in 
mind…. 
The Rules of 
Marriage 
Here are the real-
life answers from a 
group of children: 
 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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From The Rectory 
St James the Least 
 

On the art of drinking well 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

You closed your last letter 
with the remark that it was 
time to retire to bed with a 
cup of cocoa. That may be 
all very well for the pious 
intensity of a theological 
college - although a stiff 
whisky was always acceptable in my day - but it is not a 
style to continue once in the parish. I do feel obliged to 
give you a few hints about what should and should not be 
drunk in public as a parish priest. 
 

Morning visits are to be discouraged, but if one is 
unavoidable, and you are invited to have a drink, then it has 
to be coffee. It is the only time of day when a mug is 
acceptable - provided, of course, that it is bone china or 
porcelain. In the afternoons, one changes to tea, but only 
from cups. Blended varieties may be all very well for 
Curates in their first year. Still, Darjeeling should be the 
order for an incumbent. And fruit teas are for Quakers 
only.  
 

If an inappropriate vessel is offered, then the drink 
should be accepted, but left untouched. Since the visit will 
be discussed in the finest detail throughout the parish, 
the moment you have left, your host will soon learn why 
and not make the same error a second time. It is for the 
same reason that if you ever want to circulate a piece of 
news around the parish as quickly as possible, never put it 
in the parish magazine; mention it casually during one of 
your visits. Everyone will know by teatime. 
 

Alcoholic drinks must be carefully judged. A sherry - dry, 
naturally - is probably best if you are invited to lunch. In 
the early evening, a gin and tonic would be the drink of 
choice. To ask for whisky would indicate that you are about 
to go over to Rome, and a mineral water that you have your 
roots in non-conformity. Beer is never, ever drunk in 
someone’s house unless you suffer from some personal 
tragedy, such as being the diocesan youth chaplain. 
 

However, an occasional beer in the pub with the bell-
ringers (who will be real ale fanatics to a man) or after 
choir practice - which seems to be the real purpose of 
holding practices anyway - or as a treat for the sacristan, 
will show you are a man of the people. It has been some 
years since I visited the pub. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

Question:  How 
do you decide 
who to marry? 
 

You got to find 
somebody who 
likes the same 
stuff. Like, if you 
like sports, she 
should like it 
that you like 
sports, and she 
should keep the 
chips and dip 
coming.  
- Alan, age 10 
 

No person really 
decides before 
they grow up who 
they're going to 
marry. God 
decides it all way 
before, and you 
get to find out 
later who you're 
stuck with. - 
Kirsten, age 10 
 

Question:  What 
is the right age 
to get married? 
 

23 is the best 
age because you 
know the person 
FOREVER by 
then.  
Camille, age 10 
 

No age is good to 
get married at. 
You got to be a 
fool to get 
married. - 
Freddie, age 6 
(very wise for his 
age)  
 

Question:  How 
can a stranger 
tell if two 
people are 
married? 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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You might have to 
guess, based on 
whether they seem 
to be yelling at the 
same kids. 
- Derrick, age 8  
 

Question: What do 
you think your Mum 
and Dad have in 
common?  
 

Both don't want any 
more kids.  
-Lori, age 8  
 

Question:  What 
do most people do 
on a date?   
 

Dates are for having 
fun, and people 
should use them to 
get to know each 
other. Even boys 
have something to 
say if you listen long 
enough.  
- Lynnette, age 8 
 

On the first date, 
they just tell each 
other lies and that 
usually gets them 
interested enough 
to go for a second 
date.  
- Martin, age 10  
 

Question:  When is 
it okay to kiss 
someone? 
When they're rich. - 
Pam, age 7 
 

The law says you 
have to be eighteen, 
so I wouldn't want 
to mess with that. - 
Curt, age 7 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Understanding wine should be taught at every theological 
college as an essential part of the ministry. Develop a taste 
for claret, dear boy, and you will be starting your journey 
towards high office. 
 

And perhaps you should give that tin of cocoa to the verger. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
 

 
Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Day 

 

Ever wonder why, in Britain, people eat pancakes just before 
Lent? The tradition dates back to Anglo-Saxon times, when 
Christians spent Lent in repentance and severe fasting.  
 

So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell 
would summon them to confession, where they would be 
‘shriven’, or absolved from their sins, which gives us Shrove 
Tuesday. At home, they would then eat up their last eggs 
and fat, and making a pancake was the easiest way to do this. 
For the next 47 days, they pretty well starved themselves. 
 

Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and 
today’s pancake races are in remembrance of a panicked 
woman back in 1445 in Olney, Buckinghamshire. She was 
making pancakes when she heard the shriving bell calling her 
to confession. Afraid she’d be late, she ran to the church in 
a panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan. 
 

Flipping pancakes is also centuries old. A poem from Pasquil’s 
Palin in 1619 runs:  
 

“And every man and maide doe take their turne,  
And tosse their Pancakes up for feare they burne.” 
 

Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes 
can be used to highlight four significant aspects of this time 
of year: eggs stand for creation, flour is the staff of life, 
salt keeps things wholesome, and milk stands for purity.   
 

Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days before Easter Sunday and 
falls between 3rd February and 9th March.   
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Forthcoming Services 

February 15 2026 

10:30 Eucharist Next before Lent 

Celebrant and Preacher Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden:  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor 
Lea Meijnen 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Joyce Wigboldus Exodus 24.12-end 

 Psalm 2 or 99 

Diane Wesselink 2. Peter 1 1-16 

Gospel Matthew 6. 25-end 

If you are unable to come to church on the day that you are on duty, please swop with  
someone else and let the wardens know 

February 1 2026 

10:30 Eucharist Epiphany 4 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Elizabeth v.d Heide 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Erick Postma 1 Kings 17. 8-16 

 Psalm 24. 1-7 

Patrick Saridjan 1 Corinthians 1. 18-end 

Gospel John 2 1-11 

February 8 2026 

10:30 Eucharist 2nd before Lent 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor 
Joyce Wigboldus 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Irene Snijders Genesis 1. 1 -2.3 

 Psalm 136. 1-9 

Louw Talstra Romans 8. 18-25 

Gospel Matthew 6. 25-end 
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March 1 2026 

10:30 Eucharist Lent 2 

Celebrant  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Jeanet Luiten 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Erica Bonting Genesis 12.1-4a 

 Psalm 32  

Nicolette Christiaanse Romans 5. 1-5, 13-17 

Gospel John 1-17 

February 22 2026 

10.30 Eucharist  Lent 1 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Elizabeth v.d Heide 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Lea Meijnen Genesis 2. 15-17,3. 1-7 

 Psalm 32  

Jaccolien Molenaar Romans 5.12 -19 

Gospel Matthew 4.1-11 

February 18 2026 

19:00 Eucharist Ash Wednesday 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Simone Yallop 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Jan de Beij Joel 2. 1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah. 58. 1-12 

 Psalm 51. 1-18 

 2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10  

Gospel Matthew 6.1, 16-21 or John 8. 1-11 
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The rule goes 
like this: If you 
kiss someone, 
then you should 
marry them and 
have kids with 
them. It's the 
right thing to do. 
- Howard, age 8  
 

Question:  Is it 
better to be 
single or 
married? 
 It's better for 
girls to be single 
but not for boys. 
Boys need 
someone to clean 
up after them.  - 
Anita, age 9  
 

Question:  How 
would the world 
be different if 
people didn’t 
get married? 
There sure 
would be a lot of 
kids to explain, 
wouldn't there?  
- Kelvin, age 8  
 

Question: How 
would you make 
a marriage 
work? 
Always tell your 
wife that she 
looks pretty, 
even if she looks 
like a train 
wreck  
- Ricky, age 10 
 

After Eden 
Adam was out 
walking with his 
sons Cain and 
Abel. As they 
passed by the 
ruins of the 
Garden of Eden, 
one of the boys 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 11) 

A Word from Wales 
 

According to those wise people who do the weather reports, 
there were still two more months of winter to endure after 
Christmas. 
 

Never the less , last Christmas, after checking all the wise 
peoples learned weather reports, I felt I would risk the 
steep, icy roads and go to the Midnight Service. While the 
winters in the Netherlands were much colder, driving to the 
Midnight Service was easier there as the Netherlands are 
flat, very flat. Coming down a steep, winding hill with a large 
truck slithering down behind can be nerve-racking. In Wales, 
there are lots of steep, winding hill roads. So with some 
trepidation I bravely set off to attend the Midnight Service 
at St Deiniols.  
 

Legend has it that St Deiniol himself established a church 
on this site around 500 AD. At the time, it was a simple 
structure of wicker and clay. Like so many churches in the 
United Kingdom, St Deiniols is set on a hilltop. Not sure 
whether that was to make it easier for aspiring churchgoers 
to find the church, or because the church builders wanted 
to be nearer to heaven. Whatever the reason, it means 
attending church in winter is slightly more challenging. 
 

Having made it to the church safely, I was so glad I risked 
it. The church service was well attended, with over 200 
people in attendance. Meaning the church was nearly half 
filled! It is a vast church. Placed on each of the forty or so 
windowsills was a two-metre-high, richly decorated 
Christmas tree, which, besides adding to the festive 
occasion, filled the air with the scent of a pine forest.  
 

When the service began, with the choir leading the singing, 
and the priest incensing the altar, the church smelt and 
sounded like Christmas. My mind easily wandered back to 
that first Christmas, some two and a half thousand years 
ago. Looking around at the people attending, I realised there 
were some there whose families had celebrated Christmas 
here for generations. All those years, all those thousands of 
people who had come together in this building like me, to 
celebrate the Holy Birth. With the organ thundering out the 
notes of familiar Carols, and the choir and congregation 
filling the air with glorious song, I must confess I had a tear 
in my eye.  
 

Indeed, people had gathered here to celebrate the Holy 
Birth in a stone-built church which has stood on this site, in 
various forms, for over 800 years. I could work this out 
because on the far wall I could see four two-meter-long 
scrolled lists inscribed in the stone, listing all the priests 
who had served this church. The first priest was appointed 
in 1180. By his name, he was obviously a Norman and a 
Catholic priest, as Catholicism was the only Christian faith 
legally available in Wales at the time. By the time the third 
list is reached, with dates in the 1530’s, the Reformation 

(Continued on page 11) 
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would have begun, and the church would have changed to 
Anglicism,. The very last name was that of the Rev. Andrea 
Jones, who retired in mid-2025. The first woman priest in 800 
years! Well, I suppose it is progress, but why has it taken so 
long? 
 

When the service ended, it was time to return home. Home is 
by the river at the bottom of the valley. The weather had 
turned very cold since I went into church. The steep, winding 
hill road was the only way home. No sooner had I nervously 
started down than I saw the truck come up behind me. Not any 
old truck. Oh no! The flashing orange light on the roof told me 
it was the gritting lorry, salting the roads to make the way 
safe for those cars behind it. Maybe I should not have been so 
quick to leave the church. Happily, I made it down safely, but 
how I yearned for the flat lands of the Netherlands at the 
time!  
 

With that thought in mind, I take this opportunity to wish all 
the readers a belated Happy New Year. I hope you all continue 
to enjoy reading this magazine and attending that beautiful 
chapel in the Weldam woods, St Mary's  

 

All in the Month of February 
 

80 years ago, on 11th Feb 1946, that the Revised Standard 
Version of the New Testament was published. It was the first 
major English-language update of the Bible since the King 
James version was published in 1611. 
 

Also 80 years ago, on 19th Feb 1946 that mathematician and 
cryptanalyst Alan Turing presented a detailed paper for the 
national Physical Laboratory that gave the first reasonably 
complete design of a stored-programme computer. 
 

65 years ago, on 9th Feb 1961 that the Beatles played at the 
Cavern Club in Liverpool for the first time. 
 

50 years ago, on 23rd Feb 1976 that artist the L S Lowry died. 
Known for his bleak industrial landscapes of north-west 
England, populated with matchstick men. 
 

40 years ago, on 12th Feb 1986 that the Treaty of Canterbury 
was signed by Britain and France. It was the agreement to 
construct the Channel Tunnel linking the two countries.  The 
tunnel opened in 1994  
 

25 years ago, on 12th Feb 2001 that the Human Genome 
Project announced the publication of the first complete 
working draft of the human genome. 

(Continued from page 10) 

asked, "Father, 
what's that place?" 
 

Adam replied, 
"Boys, that's where 
your mother ate us 
out of house and 
home." 
 

Women! 
The Church elders 
decided to invite 
their woman 
minister to go 
fishing with them. 
They were fifty 
yards or so from 
the shore when she 
said, apologetically, 
'I'm sorry -I've 
forgotten my 
fishing rod!' 
So she hopped out 
of the boat, walked 
across the water to 
the bank and picked 
up her rod. As she 
strolled back one 
elder was heard to 
mutter, 
‘Typical of a woman 
-always forgetting 
things!' 
Atheist Day 
An atheist 
complained to a 
Christian friend, 
"You Christians 
have your special 
holidays, such as 
Christmas and 
Easter. 
The Jews celebrate 
their national 
holidays, such as 
Passover and Yom 
Kippur. But we 
atheists have no 
recognised national 
holidays. It's 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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unfair 
discrimination." 
 

His friend 
replied, "Why 
don't you 
celebrate April 
first?" 
A Cat Story 
A cat dies and 
goes to Heaven. 
God meets him at 
the gate and says,  
 

"You have been a 
good cat all of 
these years. 
Anything you 
desire is yours; all 
you have to do is 
ask." 
 

The cat says, 
"Well, I lived all 
my life with a 
poor family on a 
farm and had to 
sleep on hardwood 
floors." 
 

God says, "Say no 
more." And 
instantly, a fluffy 
pillow appears. 
 

A few days later, 
6 mice are killed 
in a tragic 
accident and they 
go to Heaven.  
 

God meets them 
at the gate with 
the same offer 
that He made the 
cat.  
 

The mice said, 
"All our lives 
we've had to run. 
Cats, dogs and 
even women with 
brooms have 
chased us. If we 
could only have a 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

Friday 13 March 2026 Fasting / Stations of the cross  
      18:00 
 

Saturday 14 March 2026     Deanery Day 
      10:00 
 

Sunday 15 March 2026   Lent 4 Mothering Sunday 
    Service  1  
      10:30 
 

Friday 20 March 2026 Fasting / Stations of the cross  
      18:00 
 

Saturday 21 March 2026   Lenten Bible Study 4  
      10:00 
 

Sunday 22 March 2026   Lent 5 Eucharist Service  
      10:30 
 

Monday 23 March 2026   Lenten Bible Study Repeat
      Zoom  
      19:00  
 

Friday 27 March 2026   Fasting / Passover meal  
      18:00 
 

Saturday 28 March 2026  Preparing Church for Palm 
    Sunday   10:00 
 

Holy Week: 
 

Sunday 29 March 2026   Palm Sunday Service  
      10:00 
 

Monday 30 March 2026   Zoom Evening prayer  
      19:00 
 

Thursday 2 April 2026   Maundy Thursday  
    Eucharist Service  
      19:00 
 

Friday 3 April 2026   Good Friday  
    Fasting Service    
      19:00 
 

Saturday 4 April 2026   Cleaning Church   
      10:00 
 

Sunday 5-Apr-26   Easter Vigil  
    Service of the Light 
      6:00 
    Easter  
    Eucharist Service  
      10:30 
 

May you have a holy and blessed Lent. 
 

Yours in Christ as always, 
 

Jacque 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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pair of roller skates, 
we wouldn't have to 
run anymore." 
 

God says, "Say no 
more." And instantly, 
each mouse is fitted 
with a beautiful pair of 
tiny roller skates. 
 

About a week later, 
God decides to check 
and see how the cat is 
doing. The cat is sound 
asleep on his new 
pillow. God gently 
wakes him and asks, 
"How are you doing? 
 

Are you happy here?" 
The cat yawns and 
stretches and says, 
"Oh, I've never been 
happier in my life. And 
those Meals on Wheels 
you've been sending 
over are the best!" 
 

The Voice of 
experience 
When a young minister 
was still single, he 
preached a sermon he 
entitled, "Rules for 
Raising Children."  
 

After he got married 
and had children of his 
own, he changed the 
title of the sermon to 
"Suggestions for 
Raising Children."  
 

When his children 
reached their teenage 
years, he stopped 
preaching on that 
subject altogether. 
 

Sermon Review 
Did you enjoy my 
sermon on The Milk of 
Human Kindness? 
Yes, but I wish it had 
been condensed 

(Continued from page 12) Ash Wednesday: Mourning our sins 
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. But why 'Ash' Wednesday?  
The reason has to do with getting things right between you and 
God, and the tradition goes right back to the Old Testament. 
 

 In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned. When they 
finally came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw 
them, they could do nothing but repent in sorrow. They mourned 
for the damage and evil they had done. As part of this repent-
ance, they covered their heads with ashes. For the Israelites, 
putting ashes on your head, and even rending your clothes, was an 
outward sign of their heart-felt repentance and acknowledge-
ment of sin. (See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; 
Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6) 
 

 In the very early Christian Church, the yearly 'class' of peni-
tents had ashes sprinkled over them at the beginning of 
Lent. They were turning to God for the first time, and mourning 
their sins. But soon many other Christians wanted to take part in 
the custom, and to do so at the very start of Lent. They heeded 
Joel's call to 'rend your hearts and not your garments' (Joel 2:12
-19). Ash Wednesday became known as either the 'beginning of 
the fast' or ‘the day of the ashes’. 
 

The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and it 
stresses the penitential character of the day. It encourages us 
with the reminder of the readiness of God to forgive us and to 
renew us.   
 

The actual custom of 'ashing' was abolished at the Reformation, 
though the old name for the day remained. Today, throughout the 
Church of England, receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead 
is optional. Certainly, the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds 
people of their mortality: "Remember that you are dust and to 
dust you will return..."  (Genesis 3:19) 
 

The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm 
Sunday in the previous year in order to create the ashes for to-
day.   
 

 The Collect for Ash Wednesday is: 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have 
made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create 
and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lament-
ing our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive 
from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and for-
giveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  
©Parish Pump 
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The Boffins and the Technocrats 
 

The boffins and the technocrats 
Help folk like me and you 

Inventing lots of clever things 
That tell us what to do! 

 

My car now has a clever light 
Dispelling doubt or fear, 

Without it I’d have not a clue 
When to shift up a gear! 

 

Of course there is the Sat Nav 
To help me find my way 

The time I learned to read a map 
Was just a wasted day! 

 

My PC’s a law unto itself 
So busy telling me 

To upgrade this or restart that – 
The net I never see! 

 

And sometimes, when my work is done 
I turn on my TV 

All chance to watch my programme gone – 
“Retune” it says to me. 

 

The oven, fridge, and microwave 
They make a beeping sound 

Or else they have bright lights which flash 
To order me around. 

 

And so I am a harassed man, 
I live a hassled life; 

The one who shouts at me the least 
Is my sweet and lovely wife! 

 

By Nigel Beeton 
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Local Contacts 

Almelo, Weerselo, Rijssen:    - Annie Oosterhof  0541 661 151 

Apeldoorn, Deventer, Hilversum:   - Joyce Wigboldus 0570 676007 

Diepenheim, Goor, Markelo:   - Lea Meijnen and  Josje Zweers 

Enschede-Haaksbergen:    - Jeanet Luiten 0049 25679395750 

Hengelo, Delden, :    -Karel Slootstra: swtk@planet.nl  

Lochem, Zutphen, Gorsel, Baak, Raalte:  - Elisa Hannan 0573 255571 

Winterswijk:     - Vacant 

Editorial Team 

Production Editor: Blair Charles; Copy Editor: Erica Schotman Bonting: Production 

Assistant: Marilyn Charles, Printing and Distribution: Jeanet Luiten and Lub Gringhuis 

 

St Mary’s Magazine is the monthly publication of the Twente Chaplaincy. If you wish to 

receive the magazine, or know someone who does, please contact one of the Wardens. For 

magazines collected in church, a donation of €15 pa will ensure your magazine continues 

to be produced. If you want the magazine posted to your home, an additional contribution 

of €20 pa to cover postage is required. The Digital version is free, contact the Editorial 

Team for details. Please make the payment to: Anglican Church Twente, ABN AMRO, 

IBAN: NL62ABNA0593634 012. Copy for the next issue of the magazine should reach 

the editor by the third Sunday of the month and can be handed in after the church service 

or sent by e-mail blrchrls1@gmail.com erica.schotman@wxs.nl - mari2hack@gmail.com 

Donations and Bequests 

The policy of the Anglican Church Twente is to use donations and bequests to help 
fund significant development projects in the Chaplaincy, whether buildings, 
equipment, staff, or other major needs. As circumstances change over the years, it 
may not be possible to fulfil specific donor requests, so church members are 
encouraged to make donations and leave legacies for the general purposes of the 
Chaplaincy. The Chaplaincy Council will discuss with donors or their executors 
the most appropriate use of the gift in the light of current projects and the donor's 
known areas of interest in the church: for example, children & youth, music, 
buildings.  

 

Donations or bequests can be paid into the current account of the Anglican Church 
Twente, ABN AMRO Lochem, IBAN: NL62ABNA0593634012. 
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Mission Statement 
Founded in 1979, the Anglican Church Twente belongs to the Church of England's 

Diocese in Europe. The Church of England forms a part of the worldwide Anglican 

Communion of more than 80 million people 

The Anglican Church Twente, based at St Mary's Chapel, Weldam provides a Christian 

ministry in the East Netherlands. Most of the congregation live in the towns and 

villages of the East Netherlands and across the border in Germany. Some come from 

further afield. 

The Anglican Church Twente holds a service every Sunday at 10:30 am in English. The 

church offers Holy Communion to all baptized Christians, Sunday School to nurture 

and educate children in the Christian faith, and a warm welcome to people of all 

nationalities. 

The main aims of the Anglican Church Twente are to: 

† Offer Christian worship by the rites of the Church of England in the English 

 language. 

† Provide pastoral care to all who are in need of such help. 

† Promote a lively fellowship among those who attend the services. 

† Support outreach in Christian ministry wherever there is a need. 
 

Stewardship 
 

We are a self-supporting church and raise all income from our giving and stewardship. 

As God has blessed us, we thank Him by giving accordingly.  
 

A Prayer for St Mary’s 
 

Almighty and everlasting God 

Creator and ruler of all things in heaven and earth, 

Hear our prayer for the St Mary’s family. 

Strengthen our faith, 

Fashion our lives according to the example of your Son, 

And grant that we may show the power of your love, 

To all among whom we live. 

Inspire us in our worship and witness, 

Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 

And bring us all to be of one heart and mind 

Within your Holy Church 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with you in the Holy Spirit 

One God, now and forever, 

Amen. 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are those of authors and contributors and are not necessarily shared by the 

editor or church leadership. 


