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Dear Saints, 
 

In our previous Magazine, questions were raised 
like: “Is there more to being a Christian than just living individual nice lives. Being 
nice people, making everybody feel nice about themselves, not taking everything 
too seriously? Do we leave all decisions made that impact the majority of people in 
the world to a few elite men and maybe a woman or two in between? Do you 
sometimes struggle with questions like this, or have you given up trying to 
understand?” 
 

For our Lenten Course/Bible Study, we are engaging these questions by looking at 
the Psalms. We have engaged with the psalms during Advent, letting a more formal 
English translation be read alongside a more contemporary translation and 
interpretation in the Message Bible, as presented by Eugene Peterson, who is both 
an Old Testament Scholar and Pastor. Now, during Lent, we are following Jesus’ 
passion through the eyes of Matthew and the other Gospel writers, and scripture 
witnesses to the fact that Jesus recited Psalm 22 when he was hanging on the 
Cross. 
 

As we dig into the Psalms, we are engaging the work of the Old Testament Scholar 
Walter Brueggemann, who has developed a very helpful way of categorising the 
Psalms and bringing them into our personal lives and the lives of our communities. 
He suggests that we regularly find ourselves in one of three places:  

1. a place of orientation, in which everything makes sense in our lives;  

2. a place of disorientation, in which we feel we have sunk into the pit; and  

3. a place of new orientation, in which we realise that God has lifted us out 
of the pit and we are in a new place full of gratitude and awareness about 
our lives and our God.  

 

Accordingly, the psalms generally match those places, so he identifies psalms of 
orientation, disorientation, and new orientation.  
 

Psalms of Orientation:  Psalms 8, 24, 33, 104, 133 and 145 are great examples of 
this type of psalm. They are the psalms we are most comfortable with. They are 
psalms of gratitude for God’s ordering of life. These psalms reflect life the way it 
is expected to be: full of blessing for the saints. These are psalms in which the 
Torah is celebrated, and the God of creation is praised. 
 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Chaplain Writes 
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How God works 
 

A grandmother was 
taking her young 
grandson for a walk 
in the park. The 
daffodils were in 
bloom, and it was a 
beautiful Spring 
Day. Wanting to 
encourage her 
grandson’s spiritual 
understanding of the 
world, she said, 
"Doesn't it look like 
an artist painted 
this scenery? Did 
you know God did all 
this?" 
 

Her grandson 
replied: "Oh yes, and 
God did it left-
handed, too."  
 

In astonishment, the 
grandmother asked 
what he meant. 
 

"Well, He must have 
done," said her 
grandson, "because 
we learned at church 
last week that Jesus 
sits on God's right 
hand."  
 

How many words 
does it take? 
 

Pythagorean 
Theorem  
- 24 words 

(Continued on page 5) 

Lenten Bible Study 
This year, the Lenten Bible Study, begun in February, will 
continue on Saturday mornings in the Hut with repeats on 
Monday evenings on Zoom. The dates are given below. 
Please note that there will be no Lenten Bible Study on 14 
March, as the Deanery Day will take place then. 
 

In the Lenten Bible study sessions, we are watching and 
discussing videos of three excellent lectures on the Book 
of Psalms by Walter Brueggemann (1933 – 2025), a very 
well-known Old Testament scholar.  
 

 
 

Deanery Day 2026 
The Deanery Day will be held on Saturday, 14 March 
2026, at Holy Trinity Utrecht from 10:00 to 
15:30. Everyone is welcome. The guest speaker will be 
Bishop Andrew, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese in 
Europe. Admission is free, and a simple soup-and-bread 
lunch will be provided. Registration is now open. To 
register, please send an email to Simon Urquhart 
at deaneryday26@anglican.nl 
 

Prayer for peace in the world 
Please continue to pray for peace in the world. 
  
Prayer for the charities that we support 
Please continue to pray for the charities that we support. 
These are “Our Daily Bread” working in Ukraine, “Young 
Achievers” working with young people in Namibia, and the 
food bank in Goor. 
 

The “Our Daily Bread” charity have the following prayer 
request for this week: 
 

Oksana Pohorelova and her team run a weekly soup 
kitchen for the homeless and refugees in the city of 
Ivano-Frankivsk in western Ukraine. Oksana shares a 
simple request: “That we would remain thankful for what 
we have, and that God’s grace would remain with us.” 
 

Monday 2 March 
2026 

Lenten Bible Study 2 Re-
peat Zoom 

19:00 

Saturday 7 March 
2026 

Lenten Bible Study 3 10:00 

Monday 9 March 
2026 

Lenten Bible Study 3 Re-
peat Zoom 

19:00 

Saturday 21 March 
2026 

Lenten Bible Study 4 10:00 

Monday 23 March 
2026 

Lenten Bible Study 4 Re-
peat Zoom 

19:00 

St Mary’s Chapel 
News 
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Thank you 
Simone wrote the following in her weekly Notices on the 
last Sunday of February. In case anyone missed this 
important update of her status, it has been included in the 
magazine: 
 

“Thank you for all the good wishes I received today in 
celebration of my 70th birthday on Friday. My license as a 
Lay Reader was valid until my 70th birthday. Since I no 
longer have a license, I received today, during the service, 
a PTO (Permission To Officiate) as a Lay Reader, which is 
valid for the coming three years. There is no change in 
what I am allowed to do, it is just that the Church of 
England does not grant licenses to Lay Readers over the 
age of 70 and so they move instead to a PTO.” 
 

Congratulations and belated birthday greetings to Simone. 
When I was still fortunate enough to attend St Mary’s 
Chapel and had the honour of being a Warden, I relied 
heavily on Simone. She  was a wonderful source of 
information on the workings of the Church of England, and 
always ready to, discretely, share her knowledge. Thank 
you Simone, for your kind support over the years. 

Record number of young adults join 
 Ministry Experience year 

 

A record number of young adults have joined a year-long 
placement scheme to experience ministry in the Church 
of England. 
 

The Ministry Experience Scheme (MES) intake this year 
is 121, the largest the scheme has had since it was 
founded more than a decade ago. This year's total means 
that more than 1,000 young adults, including this year's 
intake, have been part of the Scheme since it was set up 
in 2013. 
 

If you are aged 18 to 29 and want to discern more clearly 
the calling God has for you, then a Ministry Experience 
Scheme (MES) year will give you the opportunity to 
discover your unique gifts and skills through Christian 
ministry and leadership experience. 
 

For over 10 years, MES has provided a broad ministry 
experience for young adults - you can discover what you 
like and what you are good at. Each person ’s year will look 

(Continued on page 11) 

Lord’s Prayer  
- 66 words 
 

Archimedes’ Principle 
- 67 words 
 

Ten Commandments 
 - 179 words 
 

Shakespeare's ‘To 
be, or not to be’ 
soliloquy  
– 260 words 
 

Churchill’s speech 
‘We Shall Fight on 
the Beaches’ 
- 308 words 
 

US Constitution with 
all 27 Amendments 
 - 7,818 words 
 

EU regulations on the 
sale of cabbages  
- 26,911 words 
 

Puts things into 
perspective, doesn’t 
it? 
 

Ask children about 
angels - and this is 
what you get! 
 

Angels talk all the 
way while they're 
flying you up to 
heaven. The main 
subject is where you 
went wrong before 
you died.  
- Daniel, age 9  
 

When an angel gets 
mad, he takes a deep 
breath and counts to 
ten. And when he lets 
out his breath again, 
somewhere there's a 
tornado.  
- Reagan, age 10 
 

Angels have a lot to 
do, and they keep 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Letter from St James the 
Least of All   
  
Happily, the Church of 
England still retains some 
singular parish clergy. Take 
the parish of St James-the
-Least-of-All, for example. 
Here, the elderly Anglo-
Catholic vicar, Eustace, 
continues his 
correspondence to Darren, 
his nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained…   
 

On how to run a church council meeting 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

Clearly, the sight of your vicar running out of the room 
halfway through your last church council meeting, saying 
he should have stayed as a traffic warden, where he was 
universally liked, has unnerved you. It would have unnerved 
me, too, since a universally popular traffic warden is an 
exceptional creature. 
 

But perhaps it is necessary to give you some advice for the 
day when you do have to chair your first church council 
meeting. 
 

1. Consider every agenda issue carefully beforehand and 
decide what you would like to do. Then, at the meeting, 
consult widely, listen to every opinion, weigh all the 
arguments, and then do precisely what you had decided 
before the meeting ever took place. 
 

2. Never, ever, let council members discuss hymns, which 
avoids getting blood on the carpets. 
 

3. Arrange the seating in rows, all facing the front, so that 
everyone must respond directly to you. The last thing you 
want is for council members to be able to discuss matters 
freely with one another. 
 

4. Start smoking a pipe. At those times when you are faced 
with an issue when you really are unsure of how to respond, 
taking out your pipe, dismantling it, searching for a pipe 
cleaner, squinting down the stem to see if it is clean, 
mopping out the goo in the bowl, searching for your 
tobacco pouch, filling the pipe, tamping it down, asking if 
you can borrow matches and attempting to light it several 
times over, will give you more than sufficient time to 
formulate a reply. Once you have perfected the routine, 
the silence will have been so protracted, that most of the 

(Continued on page 7) 

very busy. If you 
lose a tooth, an 
angel comes in 
through your 
window and 
leaves money 
under your pillow. 
Then, when it 
gets cold, angels 
go south for the 
winter.  
- Sara, age 6 
 

Angels live in 
cloud houses 
made by God and 
His Son, who's a 
very good 
carpenter. 
 - Jared, age 8   
 

All angels are 
girls because 
they get to wear 
dresses, and boys 
don't.  
- Antonio, age 9 
 

Adam and Eve’s 
true nationality 
 
A Brit, a 
Frenchman and a 
Russian were 
viewing a painting 
of Adam and Eve 
frolicking in the 
Garden of Eden.  
 

"Look at that 
garden they are 
maintaining so 
well," mused the 
Brit. "They must 
be British."   
 

"Nonsense," the 
Frenchman 
disagreed. 
"They're naked, 
and so beautiful. 
Clearly, they are 
French."   
 

"Ah, but no 
clothes, no shoes, 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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no shelter," the 
Russian pointed out, 
"they have only an 
apple to eat, and 
they're being told 
this is Paradise. 
They are Russian." 
 

Present 
 

For the elderly 
minister’s 70th 
birthday, the 
congregation at  
St Mary's decided 
to give him a 
present of a new 
suit.  
 

He was so moved by 
the gift that the 
following Sunday he 
stood before 
everyone and began 
his homily with a 
tear in his eye, 
saying: 'Today I am 
preaching to you in 
my birthday suit.'  
 

Bump 
A man was trying to 
pull out of a parking 
slot but hit the 
bumper of the 
parked car in front 
of him.  
 

Witnessed by a 
handful of 
pedestrians waiting 
for a bus, the driver 
got out, inspected 
the damage, and 
wrote a note to 
leave on the 
windshield of the 
car he had hit.  
 

The note read:   
"Hello. I have just 
hit your car, and 
there are some 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 10) 

committee will have long forgotten what the question was 
anyway.  
 

5. If someone is talking too long, consult your diary, noisily 
and obsessively, about next month’s appointments, or write a 
note to a committee member who is at the back of the room 
and get it passed to him. The speaker should soon get the 
message. 
 

These are the simpler techniques of committee management. 
The advanced procedures must wait until you are strong 
enough to bear them. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
 

What God won’t ask when you die 
 

~ God won't ask what kind of car you drove;  
He'll ask how many people you drove who didn't have 
transportation. 
 

~ God won't ask the square footage of your house;  
He'll ask how many people you welcomed into your home. 
 

~ God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet; 
He'll ask how many you helped to clothe. 
 

~ God won't ask what your highest salary was;  
He'll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it. 
 

~ God won't ask what your job title was;  
He'll ask if you performed your job to the best of your 
ability. 
 

~ God won't ask how many friends you had,  
He'll ask how many people to whom you were a friend. 
 

~ God won't ask in what neighbourhood you lived,  
He'll ask how you treated your neighbours. 
 

~ God won't ask about the colour of your skin,  
He'll ask about the content of your character. 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Forthcoming Services 

March 15. 2026 

10:30 Eucharist  Lent 4  

Celebrant and Preacher Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden:  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor 
Lea Meijnen 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Erick Postma 1 Samuel 16. 1-13 

 Psalm 23 

Patrick Saridjan Romans 5. 1-11 

Gospel John 4. 5-42 

If you are unable to come to church on the day that you are on duty, please swop with  
someone else and let the wardens know 

March 1 2026  

10:30 Eucharist  Lent 2 

Celebrant  
Preacher  

Revd. . Jacqueline Williams 
Ms. Simone Yallop 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Jeanet Luiten 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Erica Bonting Genesis 12.1-4a 

 Psalm 32 

Nicolette Christiaanse Romans 5. 1-5, 13-17 

Gospel John 3. 1-17 

March 8 2026 

10.30 Eucharist  Lent 3 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Joyce Wigboldus 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Elizabeth v d Heide Exodus 17.1-7 

 Psalm 23 

Rita Kizito Ephesians 5. 8-14 

Gospel John 9 
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March 29 2026 

10:30 Eucharist Palm Sunday 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Elizabeth v d Heide 

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

t.b.a. Liturgy of the Palms 

 Matthew 11,1-11 

 Psalm 118. 1-2, 19-end 

 Liturgy of the Passion 

 Isaiah 50.4-9a 

 Psalm 31. 9-16, or 18 

 Philippians 2.5-11 

 Matthew 26. 14-end of 27 or 27. 11-54 

March 22 2026 

10:30 Eucharist  Lent 5 

Celebrant and Preacher  Revd. Jacqueline Williams 

Duty Warden  
Jeanet Luiten 

Intercessor:  
Simone Yallop  

 

Sidesperson/Reader Readings 

Irene Snijders Ezekiel 37.1-14 

 Psalm 130 

Louw Talstra Romans 8. 6-11 

Gospel John 11. 1-45 
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people here 
watching me who 
think that I am 
writing this note 
to leave you my 
name, phone 
number, and 
driver's license 
number, but I 
am not." 
 

Who’d be a 
mother? 
Constant nagging 
didn't seem to 
provide any 
relief from 
having to clean 
up the bathroom 
after each of my 
three teenage 
children.  
 

After I cleaned 
it one day, I 
posted a sign 
that read: 
"Please leave the 
bathroom as you 
found it." 
 

I noticed the 
bathroom was in 
the usual mess 
after my son 
used it, so I 
called,  
 

"Brian, how did 
you find the 
bathroom?"  
 

After a brief 
pause, he 
replied, 
"Straight down 
the hall, first 
door on the 
right." 
 

Naughty mummy 
A mother asked 
her young son, as 
they waited for 
the bus, to tell 
the driver he 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 11) 

This series is written . Ruth writes on the positive 
relationship between Science and Christian faith.   
 

A Bucket of Tadpoles: Springtime, Curiosity,  
and the Theology of Science 

 

When I was nearly three, I knocked a bucket of tadpoles all 
over the patio. Those unfortunate creatures must have been 
collected to educate my brother and me on where frogs 
came from, but a toddler can’t just stand by and watch. Can 
I see up close? Or maybe I was ‘helpfully’ moving it to 
another place. I remember doing something I shouldn’t have 
done, and tadpoles on the ground. I was sad that I wouldn’t 
get to see those creatures grow up.  
 

I might have been great at destroying things when I was a 
child (my family would probably say I still am), but I 
absolutely love watching living things up close. The more I 
learn, the more my sense of wonder grows. For a tadpole to 
become a frog, large sections of its gut, salivary glands and 
muscles must die, as well as the gills. The cells in those 
tissues are programmed to curl up and disintegrate, and are 
then engulfed by a specialised type of white blood cell. Legs 
grow from small sacs of cells on the tadpole’s body, and one 
of my textbooks says that ‘The nervous system is also 
remodelled’ - which I suspect is a bit of an understatement.  
 

This knowledge removes a little of the mystery of how a 
tadpole turns into a frog, but there is plenty more to 
discover. These few details also reveal the cleverness of the 
process. Metamorphosis is surprisingly common in the animal 
kingdom. How is that an efficient way to grow up, or is 
efficiency not the most important thing for an animal? 
 

Scientists are essentially grown-ups who are still very much 
in touch with their inner two-year-old. They refuse to stop 
asking questions, even when finding an answer becomes 
decidedly more awkward than opening a textbook.  
 

Many scientists are people of faith, and this also drives 
their questioning. They believe that God created a very good 
world, that the purpose of all Creation is to praise Him, that 
we are made in God’s image, and that we are tasked with 
looking after Creation. So Christians, of all people, should be 
enjoying and investigating our surroundings. These are the 
bones of a theology of science which serves some of us very 
well, and keeps us looking into things like buckets of frogs – 
that is, until a two-year-old comes and knocks them over. 
 

© Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in 
Cambridge 
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different but will be shaped by practical experience, such as 
chaplaincy, social justice ministry, preaching and Sunday 
services, digital media, pastoral visiting, event organisation, 
evangelism, and kids and youth work. As far as possible, a 
wide range of areas can be covered. 
 

The year also includes theological study, which can be 
tailored to you - it doesn't matter if you have no prior 
experience or already have a theology degree. 
 

In 2023, the Future Youth (FY) strand of MES was 
launched. If you already know you are passionate about 
children's and/or youth work, then this could be for you. 
Training is run nationally and is geared towards this 
important ministry area. 
 

Note: If anyone is interested and wants more information, 
go to the Church of England webpage and search for 
Ministry Experience. 

 
Why big, wet licks from a dog can help a teenager’s 

mental health 
 

Teenagers who kiss their dog or are occasionally licked by 
their pet are happier, according to a recent study. They have 
even been found to have better mental health than those 
without a dog. Why should this be? It seems to all come down 
to the gut. Research has found that teenagers in homes with a 
dog have a distinct gut bacterial composition, known as the 
microbiome, which boosts mental well-being. 
 

Gut bacteria samples from teenagers were analysed, and the 
participants also underwent a psychological assessment. Tests 
showed that those with dogs had healthier scores and a 
microbiome rich in certain bacteria. When the dog-influenced 
bacteria were injected into mice in a lab, even the rodents 
became more social and engaged more with other mice. 
 

The study’s author, Prof Takefumi Kikusui, of Azabu 
University in Japan, said that although dog ownership provides 
a sense of security through simple interaction, “the most 
interesting finding from this study is that bacteria promoting 
prosocial, or empathy, were discovered in the microbiomes of 
adolescent children who keep dogs.” 

(Continued from page 5) 

was five years old 
so he would ride 
for free.   
 

As they got into 
the bus, the driver 
asked him how old 
he was. "I am five 
years old," said the 
little boy proudly. 
 

The driver had a 
son of his own that 
age, and so he 
smiled. "And when 
will you be six 
years old?" he 
asked.    
 

“When I get off 
the bus," answered 
the boy. 
 

Sent away 
An irritated 
mother complained 
to her friend:  
 

“When I was a kid, 
my parents sent me 
to my room without 
supper if I 
misbehaved. But my 
son has his own TV, 
smartphone and 
computer in his 
room!" 
 

"So how do you 
handle it?" her 
friend asked. 
 

"I sent him to MY 
room!" 
 

On the road 
A teenager was 
always asking his 
parents if he could 
borrow the family 
car.  
 

Pushed to the limit 
one day, the father 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

(Continued on page 12) 
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demanded of his 
son why he 
thought ‘The 
Almighty’ had 
given him two 
feet.  
 

Without 
hesitation, the 
son replied: 
"That's easy, one 
for the clutch 
and one for the 
accelerator." 
 

Taxes 
There will always 
be death and 
taxes; however, 
death doesn't 
get worse every 
year.  
 

Coming and going 
Your child has 
started growing 
up when he stops 
asking you where 
he came from 
and starts 
refusing to tell 
you where he's 
going  
 

Politicians 
welcome 
At the pearly 
gates, St Peter 
greeted a church 
minister and a 
member of 
Parliament and 
gave them their 
room keys.  
 

"Vicar, here are 
the keys to one 
of our nice single 
rooms. And for 
you, Mr MP, the 
keys to our 
finest penthouse 
suite." 
 

"This is unfair!" 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

Psalms of Disorientation: Psalms 13, 35, 74, 86, 95, and 137 
are great examples of this type of psalm. These psalms are 
the reaction of the faithful to God when the world they 
knew was broken. These are psalms of lament that move and 
deepen the faith of the worshiper. They reflect times of 
great despair. There is a sense of urgency to them. They 
reflect the pain of people communicating with their God in 
world-shattering circumstances. The content and context of 
these circumstances are painful, and the words reflect that. 
 

Psalms of New Orientation, of which Psalms 29, 42, 47, 93, 
97, 98, 99, 114, 148 and 150 are good examples. These are 
deeper versions of the orientation psalms. Disorientation is 
now past, and the singe  praises God for salvation. This new 
orientation includes the victory hymns of Yahweh, of which 
Miriam’s song in Exodus 15, although not part of the book of 
Psalms, is a great example. 
 

Brueggemann suggests that 
recognising this pattern of 
organisation can help us identify 
psalms that fit our personal lives and 
moments in the life of our 
communities. He further points out 
that our collective use of the psalms 
is not just moments of 
communication with God, but that 
this communication has a generative 
function, whereby transformation 
takes place in the here and now. We 
are people of the Word, and the 
Word becomes flesh.  
 

The publication we are engaging with 
is “Spirituality of the Psalms” by 
Walter Brueggemann. I suggest you read this booklet during 
Lent and listen to the Brueggemann lectures on this topic, 
which can be found on YouTube, for which this is the link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpwWULfDWEY  
You can also join our Lenten Course/Bible Study on 
Saturdays during Lent at 10:00 in the Hut or online on 
Mondays at 19:00 via Zoom.  
The psalms won’t, even with Brueggemann’s help, answer all 
our questions. But they can help us to grow in Christ, whose 
passion we remember during Lent and whose resurrection at 
Easter promises renewed life through us, for us, for our 
communities and for the world we live in.  

 

May you have a holy and blessed Lent. 
 

Yours in Christ as always, 
 

Revd Jacque 
 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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cried the minister. 
 

"Listen," St Peter said, 
"ministers are a ten a 
penny up here, but this 
is the first MP we've 
ever seen." 
 

Cleaned out 
"Just cleared out some 
space in the freezer" 
sounds so much more 
productive than "I just 
polished off another 
tub of ice cream." 
 

Fair warning 
Instead of a sign that 
says: ‘Do Not Disturb’, 
I need one that says: 
‘Already Disturbed, 
Proceed with Caution’. 
 

The following 
appeared in the 
magazine of the Light 
Music Society: 
 

Agnus Dei was a woman 
composer famous for 
her church music –a 
schoolchild’s essay.  
 

Most composers don’t 
live until they are dead 
– child’s essay  
 

Sign on door of music 
shop: Gone Chopin, but 
have Liszt, so Bach in a 
Minuet! 
 

New Dog Breeds for 
Crufts?  
With Crufts Dog Show 
held this month, here 
is an idea for a new 
breed for the Kennel 
Club… 
 

Collie + Lhasa Apso = 
Collapso: A dog that 
folds up for easy 
transport   

(Continued from page 12)  
 

March 17,  
St Patrick, beloved apostle to Ireland 

 

St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. If you’ve ever been in 
New York on St Patrick’s Day, you’d think he was the patron saint 
of New York as well... the flamboyant parade is full of American/
Irish razzmatazz.   
 

It’s all a far cry from the hard life of this 5th-century humble 
Christian who, in time, became both bishop and apostle of 
Ireland. Patrick was born the son of a town councillor in the west 
of England, between the Severn and the Clyde. But as a young 
man, he was captured by Irish pirates, kidnapped to Ireland, and 
reduced to slavery. He was made to tend his master’s herds. 
 

Desolate and despairing, Patrick turned to prayer. He found God 
was there for him, even in such desperate circumstances. He 
spent much time in prayer, and his faith grew and deepened, in 
contrast to his earlier years, when he “knew not the true God”.   
 

Then, after six gruelling, lonely years, he was told in a dream he 
would soon go to his own country. He either escaped or was 
freed, made his way to a port 200 miles away, and eventually 
persuaded some sailors to take him with them out of Ireland.   
 

After various adventures in other lands, including near-
starvation, Patrick landed on English soil at last and returned to 
his family. But he was much changed. He had enjoyed his life of 
plenty before; now he wanted to devote the rest of his life to 
Christ. Patrick received some form of priestly training, but not 
the higher education he really wanted. 
 

But by 435, Patrick was badly needed, whether well educated or 
not. Palladius’ mission to the Irish had failed, and so the Pope 
sent Patrick back to the land of his slavery. He set up his see at 
Armagh and worked principally in the north. He urged the Irish 
to greater spirituality, set up a school, and made several 
missionary journeys.   
 

Patrick’s writings are the first literature certainly identified 
with the British Church. They reveal sincere simplicity and a 
deep pastoral care. He wanted to abolish paganism and idolatry, 
and was ready for imprisonment or death in the following of 
Christ.  
 

Patrick remains the most popular of the Irish saints. The 
principal cathedral of New York is dedicated to him, as, of 
course, is the Anglican cathedral of Dublin. 
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I see His Blood Upon the Rose,  
 

I see his blood upon the rose 
And in the stars the glory of his eyes, 
His body gleams amid eternal snows, 

His tears fall from the skies. 
 

I see his face in every flower; 
The thunder and the singing of the birds 

Are but his voice – and carven by his power 
Rocks are his written words. 

 
All pathways by his feet are worn, 

His strong heart stirs the ever-beating sea, 
His crown of thorns is twined with every thorn, 

His cross is every tree. 

by Joseph Mary Plunkett 

21/11/1887 - 04/05/1916 
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Local Contacts 

Almelo, Weerselo, Rijssen:    - Nicolette Christiaanse  

Apeldoorn, Deventer, Hilversum:   - Joyce Wigboldus 0570 676007 

Diepenheim, Goor, Markelo:   - Lea Meijnen and  Josje Zweers 

Enschede-Haaksbergen:    - Jeanet Luiten 0049 25679395750 

Hengelo, Delden, :    -Karel Slootstra: swtk@planet.nl  

Lochem, Zutphen, Gorsel, Baak, Raalte:  - Vacant 

Winterswijk:     - Vacant 

Editorial Team 

Production Editor: Blair Charles; Copy Editor: Erica Schotman Bonting: Production 

Assistant: Marilyn Charles, Printing and Distribution: Jeanet Luiten and Lub Gringhuis 

 

St Mary’s Magazine is the monthly publication of the Twente Chaplaincy. If you wish to 

receive the magazine, or know someone who does, please contact one of the Wardens. For 

magazines collected in church, a donation of €15 pa will ensure your magazine continues 

to be produced. If you want the magazine posted to your home, an additional contribution 

of €20 pa to cover postage is required. The Digital version is free, contact the Editorial 

Team for details. Please make the payment to: Anglican Church Twente, ABN AMRO, 

IBAN: NL62ABNA0593634 012. Copy for the next issue of the magazine should reach 

the editor by the third Sunday of the month and can be handed in after the church service 

or sent by e-mail blrchrls1@gmail.com erica.schotman@wxs.nl - mari2hack@gmail.com 

Donations and Bequests 

The policy of the Anglican Church Twente is to use donations and bequests to help 
fund significant development projects in the Chaplaincy, whether buildings, 
equipment, staff, or other major needs. As circumstances change over the years, it 
may not be possible to fulfil specific donor requests, so church members are 
encouraged to make donations and leave legacies for the general purposes of the 
Chaplaincy. The Chaplaincy Council will discuss with donors or their executors 
the most appropriate use of the gift in the light of current projects and the donor's 
known areas of interest in the church: for example, children & youth, music, 
buildings.  

 

Donations or bequests can be paid into the current account of the Anglican Church 
Twente, ABN AMRO Lochem, IBAN: NL62ABNA0593634012. 
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Mission Statement 
Founded in 1979, the Anglican Church Twente belongs to the Church of England's 

Diocese in Europe. The Church of England forms a part of the worldwide Anglican 

Communion of more than 80 million people 

The Anglican Church Twente, based at St Mary's Chapel, Weldam provides a Christian 

ministry in the East Netherlands. Most of the congregation live in the towns and 

villages of the East Netherlands and across the border in Germany. Some come from 

further afield. 

The Anglican Church Twente holds a service every Sunday at 10:30 am in English. The 

church offers Holy Communion to all baptized Christians, Sunday School to nurture 

and educate children in the Christian faith, and a warm welcome to people of all 

nationalities. 

The main aims of the Anglican Church Twente are to: 

† Offer Christian worship by the rites of the Church of England in the English 

 language. 

† Provide pastoral care to all who are in need of such help. 

† Promote a lively fellowship among those who attend the services. 

† Support outreach in Christian ministry wherever there is a need. 
 

Stewardship 
 

We are a self-supporting church and raise all income from our giving and stewardship. 

As God has blessed us, we thank Him by giving accordingly.  
 

A Prayer for St Mary’s 
 

Almighty and everlasting God 

Creator and ruler of all things in heaven and earth, 

Hear our prayer for the St Mary’s family. 

Strengthen our faith, 

Fashion our lives according to the example of your Son, 

And grant that we may show the power of your love, 

To all among whom we live. 

Inspire us in our worship and witness, 

Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 

And bring us all to be of one heart and mind 

Within your Holy Church 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with you in the Holy Spirit 

One God, now and forever, 

Amen. 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are those of authors and contributors and are not necessarily shared by the 

editor or church leadership. 


