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How often do we hear Jesus say these words and yet é. We all 

experience little fears (and bigger ones!) and these may keep us from 

doing what we need to do and lead us to do what we shouldnôt do. A 

life - threatening fear, where we have to face the outcome of a hospital 

test, is not the same as our fears because of what we imagine.  
 

In the Lent Course we spoke about our fears and were inspired by 

clips from the movie The Kingôs Speech, where we see King George 

struggle to overcome his stammer and his fear of speaking in public. 

A very hard one to tackle and yet not a fear one needs to be 

ashamed of.  
 

Our fears can be simple: fear of not being accepted, of being turned 

down, of losing someoneôs friendship or approval; fear of losing 

control over our life or parts of it. Fear that we may not be that good 

as a parent or a child. These fears may be real, but quite often we 

have to acknowledge that we canôt be sure. 
 

Just naming the fears can help us to understand the reasons for our 

actions, because we may not live up to our Christian calling because 

of them. Jesus had to overcome his fear in his agony before his trial 

and crucifixion. He takes the lead and promises to be at our side 

when we are confronted with fear. He triumphed and in his triumph 

takes us along. We share in his triumph ī although we may not 

always experience this.  
 

Let us rejoice over Easter; over the victory over death, shame, and 

the neglect of his friends and disciples. His death ensured that we still 

live according to his guidelines, his mission. We are Church together 

because of his victory!  

 

May we feel blessed because of Easter and find the 

strength to become more and more his disciples by 

overcoming our fears as we follow his example.  
 

I wish us all a blessed Easter!  
 

 
 

Alja Tollefsen  

Chaplain of St Maryôs Weldam 

 

The Chaplain Writes  Do not fear!  
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Book Sale Results  

This yearôs book sale took in a total 

of ú120.40 after three Sundays. 

Thank you very much to all who 

bought books, CDs, magazines, etc. 

to support the Floral Guild. That 

helps very much in decorating for 

Easter and paying for general  

expenses (floral gifts, supplies, etc.). 

A big thank -you also to those that took a Mothering 

Day primula to members that couldnôt come on that 

day. A little plant can go a long way in bringing good 

cheer to our ladies!  

A group of Dutch  

students will take the 

remaining English  

language books to a 

university in Russia for 

English studies. The 

remaining books, etc. 

will go the Leger des 

Heils.  

Linda ten Berge  

 

 

Charities  

I am writing on behalf of the Charity Committee.  

As you probably will know, each year the church gives 

a certain amount of money to charities. For example, 

The Young Achievers of Pandun and Ferdinand is one 

of the organizations which we are supporting. But we 

are also looking for a local charity. We are sure there 

is a lot of need close to home. We would like to ask 

our members of St Mary's if you have or would like us 

to help to support a local charity. You can give names 

to one of our wardens. The suggestions will be  

discussed and chosen by the Charity Committee.  

Ingeline Ribbens -Ravelli  

Twente N ews  

Police Caution 

Ron Chester, 91 

years of age, was 

stopped by the 

police around 2 am 

and asked where he 

was going at that 

time of night.  

ñIôm on my way to a 

lecture about 

alcohol abuse and 

the effects it has on 

the human body, as 

well as about 

smoking and staying 

out late,ò replied 

Ron. ñReally?ò 

asked the officer. 

ñAnd whoôs giving 

that lecture at this 

time of night?ò 

ñThat would be my 

wife,ò came the 

reply. 

 

S uffer in silence? 

That would take all 

the pleasure out of 

it!  
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Such beauty that for a minute  

death and ambition, even love,  

doesn't enter into this.  

Happiness.  

It comes on unexpectedly.  

And goes beyond, really,  

any early morning talk about it.  

Raymond Carver  

Raymond Carver  (1938 -1988) was born in Clatskanie, Oregon, 

towards the end of the Depression. He grew up in a poverty -

stricken family and, married at 19, embarked on a series of menial 

jobs and a constant struggle to support his wife and family. In 

1958 he enrolled in a writing programme under the author John 

Gardiner, and this marked a turning point.  

He became a master of the  American  short story as well as an 

accomplished poet. This particular poem comes from the collection 

entitled All of Us, published by Vintage. Using  tone,  imagery and  

diction to create a tranquil setting, he encourages us to live our 

daily lives with a consciousness that brings awareness of the small, 

sometimes insignificant, details that can frequently bring great 

happiness.  




